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Finding Saxe Gotha Key

Checklist and Rubric

	Finding Saxe Gotha Checklist and Rubric (Worth 50 points)

Student Name _________________________________Student Score _______________

	Task
	Check When Completed

Worth

2
	Score

	
	
	Unacceptable

0
	Needs Work

1
	Good

3
	Excellent

5

	1. Which Way Do They Flow?
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Check The Text
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Make The Match
	
	
	
	
	

	4. The Santee Southside Sojourn, A
	
	
	
	
	

	5. The Santee Southside Sojourn, B
	
	
	
	
	

	6. The Santee Southside Sojourn, C
	
	
	
	
	

	7. The Santee Southside Sojourn, D
	
	Worth

0
	Worth

2
	Worth

4
	Worth

6

	
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total


Which Way Do They Flow?

South Carolina Rivers flow south and south easterly. The Broad and Saluda meet at Saxe Gotha to form the Congaree. The Wateree flows into the Congaree to form the Santee. The Santee flows to the Atlantic Ocean.

Check The Text

1. The page includes three sections: title, text, and footnotes. 

2. The text includes four paragraphs. Paragraph four is continued on page 54. Ideas written in the second paragraph are referenced in the first footnote. Paragraph three includes ideas cited in footnote two. 

3. Footnotes one and two include many sources used in writing paragraphs two and three. 

Make The Match

1. Sentence one links to "JC, June 7, 1733" of the South Carolina Council Chamber.

2. Sentence two presumably matches with the Haig Cherokee Country map. I say presumably because I could not find the Haig Cherokee Country map at South Carolina's state archives. Sometimes there are gaps in the historical record because we do not know where to look for missing information!

3. Professor Meriwether's Map 3 on page 52 footnotes sentence three. In writing sentence three, Professor Meriwether also cites Colonial plat records: IV, 166, 382, 469; VI, 325, XII, 135, 145. Big note: these plats greatly help us understand language in Ordering Township.

4. The phrase within sentence three-"The town, eventually known as Saxe Gotha"-matches with "JCHA, Dec. 4, 1736."

The Santee Southside Sojourn

A

The second township described is Saxe Gotha. The first township described is Amelia.
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B

Professor Meriwether identified Sandy Run as a boundary of Saxe Gotha with plat 6, 325. Plat 4, 469 marks the eastern outer limits of Saxe Gotha. Interestingly, plat 4, 469 references Sixteen Mile Creek, which cannot be found on modern maps. In fact, Sixteen Mile Creek cannot be found on the Mills map, published in 1825! Why did Meriwether reference Twelve Mile Creek as one boundary of Saxe Gotha when plat 4, 469 references Sixteen Mile Creek? The answer to this question is that when Meriwether researched Saxe Gotha, Twelve Mile was a more easily recognizable landmark. Sixteen Mile Creek, Eighteen Mile Creek, and other small creeks throughout South Carolina dried up during times of draught. More importantly, before Meriwether ever wrote The Expansion of South Carolina, Sixteen Mile Creek disappeared completely. Finished by 1930, workers dammed the Saluda River to create Lake Murray. Small tributaries such as Sixteen Mile Creek were engulfed in the massive Great Depression CCC project. Click here to see Sixteen Mile Creek on an 1870 map excerpt. Why do we find Sixteen Mile Creek on the 1870 Agricultural Survey map, but not the Mills 1825 map? Notice how Mills interpreted the facts! He did not depict all Lexington county streams. The 1870 map was compiled for South Carolina's Agricultural Bureau, which required more exacting topography than Mills's atlas. Plat 4, 382 is the key to interpreting Ordering Township. From plat 4, 382 we learn that the Santee River was known as "otherwise Congaree." Looking at the Edgar Township map, we would think that the Santee River began at the confluence of the Wateree and Congaree rivers. In fact, South Carolina's colonial legislators and backcountry surveyors recognized the Saluda, the Congaree, and the Santee as one long river they called the Santee. 

C

Meriwether references Sandy Run, the Congaree, Twelve Mile Creek, and the Saluda. Ordering Township references the Congerees, “the South Side of the Santee River,” and “downwards towards Mill Creek on the Same.” Compared to Edgar’s Township map, the boundaries depicted here give the general shape of the township. Notice that the western line intersects Twelve Mile Creek and meets the south side of Saluda River. Sandy Run marks Saxe Gotha’s southeastern boundary. Recall that Townships were 20,000 acres, which included land for town lots and roughly six square miles of surrounding farmland. Notice too Mill Creek, which is referenced in Ordering Township.
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D

I believe Meriwether cited the correct source because the colonial plats he footnoted give perspective on understanding Ordering Township. The Haig survey in particular lets me know that colonial leaders and surveyors recognized the Santee and Congaree rivers as one in the same river. Colonial plats also reference Sixteen Mile Creek and Sandy Run, which define the outer limits of Saxe Gotha. Although the Mills map does not include Sixteen Mile Creek, it does include Mill Creek, which is referenced by Ordering Township. 

John Hammond Moore's definition of "Congarees" helps me understand what Ordering Township means when it says "from about the Congerees." Of course the June 7, 1733 date recorded in Ordering Township is consistent with what we know about when townships were established.

It seems that Professor Meriwether cited the correct primary source, though it is difficult to tell if we do not understand what 18th century legislators meant when they wrote Ordering Township. For instance, today the Santee and Congaree are two distinct rivers. If we do not know that Santee River was otherwise known as the Congaree, then we might locate "extending downwards on the South Side of Santee River" somewhere south of Lake Moultrie!

Further, there are numerous Mill Creeks in South Carolina. Which Mill Creek on the south side of Santee River do we use to find Saxe Gotha? If we look at George Hunter's Cherokee Path to Charleston, Mill Creek is located farther South than where we would expect to find Saxe Gotha. In fact, Hunter's map locates Mill Creek south of Wateree River, feeding into Santee River! On Mill's map, Mill Creek feeds into Congaree River-not the "South Side of Santee River" as noted in Ordering Township.

Perhaps most perplexing is this: Saxe Gotha was ordered to be "lay'd out...from about the Congerees." What are the Congerees? Do the Congerees reference the shoals where the Broad and Saluda converge, or do the Congerees reference the confluence of Congaree and Wateree rivers? According to John Hammond Moore, the term Congarees 

 "lingered on in colonial decades with at least three meanings-settlement developing in and around forts that appeared from time to time on the west bank of the Congaree River, plantations and farms in the region between the waterway and the Wateree, or the general area drained by the Congaree and its tributaries. In other words, "the Congarees" might mean a specific point of settlement (perhaps where the community where Granby would appear in the 1770s) or it could refer, with a broad wave of the hand, to a large segment of South Carolina's Midlands frontier (Moore, 1993, 8,9)."

John Hammond Moore's first definition-a settlement around frontier forts on the Congaree River seems to best describe the "Congerees" referenced in Ordering Township. Moore writes that South Carolina colonial leaders established a frontier outpost for regulating Indian relations at "'the Congarees' five miles south of the juncture of the Saluda and Broad rivers near present-day Cayce" (Moore, 1993, 8). Looking at Mills's map, one can imagine where the old garrison at the Congerees might have been-somewhere "from about the Congerees, and so extending downwards on the South Side of Santee River and coming towards Mill Creek on the Same." See also  Hunter's Cherokee Path to Charleston.

“Congerees” and “South Side of Santee River….”





“Mouth of Wateree” and


 


“downwards along Santee River.”








