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Agricultural Census Challenges Teachers Key

	Agricultural Census Challenge Checklist and Rubric (Worth 50 points)

Student Name _________________________________Student Score _______________

	Task
	Check When Completed

Worth

2
	Score

	
	
	Unacceptable

0
	Needs Work

1
	Good

2
	Excellent

3

	1. 1880 Major Headings
	
	
	
	
	

	2. 1880 Fox Farm Sub-headings
	
	
	
	
	

	3. 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 Census Comparisons
	
	Worth

0
	Worth

4
	Worth

6
	Worth

8

	4. Fox Farm Table Challenge
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Total Acres Line-graph
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Cash Value of Farm Line-graph
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Price per acre Line-graph
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Observed Trends
	
	Worth

0
	Worth

4
	Worth

6
	Worth

8

	
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total


Headings and Sub-Headings

Examine the 1880 agricultural censuses, and do the following: 

1. List the major headings in the 1880 census 

2. List only the 1880 sub-headings, which include data for the John Fox Farm

3. Compare and contrast the 1880 census with the 1850, 1860, and 1870 censuses. What changes do you see? What is the most significant change you find? Discuss why you think this change was made.

Write on notebook paper or in your WebQuest Journal to complete Headings and Subheadings.

Major Headings in the 1880 Census

1. Of the person who conducts this farm

2. Acres of land

3. Farm values

4. Fences

5. Cost of fertilizers

6. Labor

7. Estimated value of all farm productions 

8. Grass Lands

9. Horses

10. Mules and asses

11. Neat cattle and their products

12. Sheep

13. Swine

14. Poultry

15. Eggs

16. Cereals

17. Fiber

18. Sugar

19. Pulse

20. Potatoes (Irish)

21. Potatoes (Sweet)

22. Orchards

23. Nurseries

24. Vineyards

25. Market Gardens

26. Bees

27. Forest Products

1880 Census Subheadings, which include Fox Farm data

1. Name, tenure-owner

2. Improved land

3. Unimproved land

4. Farm value including land, fences, and buildings

5. Farm value including farming implements and machinery

6. Farm value of livestock

7. Estimated value of all farm productions

8. Horses of all ages

9. Milch cows

10. Other [cattle]

11. Calves dropped

12. Cattle purchased

13. Cattle died, strayed, stolen, and not recovered

14. Butter made on the farm

15. Swine

16. Barn-yard poultry

17. Acres of Indian corn

18. Bushels of Indian corn

19. Acres of wheat

20. Bushels of wheat

21. Cow peas

22. Acres of Irish potatoes

23. Bushels of Irish potatoes

24. Acres of sweet potatoes

25. Bushels of sweet potatoes

Comparisons of 1850, 1860, 1879, and 1880 Agricultural Censuses

· In general, the 1880 agriculture census includes many more categories than the 1850, 1860, and 1870 censuses. The 1850 census includes 46 sub-headings. The 1860 census includes 48 sub-headings. The 1870 census includes 52 sub-headings. The 1880 census includes 104 sub-headings. 

· Notice too that the general data recording format of the 1880 census is remarkably different than the 1850, 1860, and 1870 censuses. For example, in the 1850, 1860, and 1870 census formats, headings and sub-headings are listed at the top of each page, with farm owners listed once per page, one column ledger per sub-heading going from top to bottom. Under this format, the entries for the John Fox farm are recorded on two pages of the census books. The 1880 census format is dramatically different with headings and sub-headings separating the page into fourths. With the 1880 format even though more sub-headings are included, all of the John Fox data is found on one page of the agricultural census book.

· While earlier censuses recorded production amounts, the 1880 census also included acres in cultivation. For example, the 1850, 1860, and 1870 censuses record bushels of sweet potatoes produces; the 1880 census also includes the number of acres planted in sweet potatoes.

· More detailed information is asked in the 1880 census regarding livestock than in the other censuses. For instance, the 1880 census records data as seemingly obscure as the number of sheep lost to dogs. 

· For the first time, the 1880 census records data for poultry and eggs.

· The most significant change in the 1870 and 1880 censuses, compared to the 1850, 1860, and all other previous agricultural censuses is seen in the headings and sub-headings, which include labor. The 1870 census, for the first time, records “Total amount of wages paid during the year, including value of board.” The 1880 agricultural census also records amount of wages paid for farm labor, but it also records the number of “Weeks hired labor upon farm and dairy excluding housework.” Notice too that the 1880 census, under the general heading “Of the person who conducts this farm,” includes sub-headings for “rents for fixed-money rentals” and “rents for shares of products.” 

· Of course, the 13th Amendment of the Constitution abolished slavery after the American Civil War so in 1870 the agricultural census records cost of labor for the first time. During Reconstruction and the late 19th century, land owners either rented land at fixed rates or took shares of crops in exchange for land use. The 1870 and 1880 agricultural censuses illustrate dramatic changes in the Southern agrarian society from antebellum to postbellum years.
Fox Farm Table Challenge

Using data from the 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 Agricultural censuses, complete the Change Over Time Fox Farm Table. As you fill in the table, convert all historic cash values to contemporary values. Go to <http://eh.net/hmit/ppowerusd/> in order to convert historic cash values to today’s dollars. Click here to print a copy of the Change Over Time Fox Farm Table.
	Fox Farm Table Challenge Teachers’ Model

	Category
	Year

	
	1850
	1860
	1870
	1880

	Total Acres
	1700
	1585
	1534
	37

	Cash Value of Farm 
	$4500 

($103,062.32)1
	$10000

($215,160.40)1
	$5500

($75,374.66)1
	$1800

($31,486)1

	Cash Value per Acre
	$2.65

($60.66)1
	$6.31

($135.770)1
	$3.59

($49.20)1
	$48.65

($851.02)1

	Cotton
	5
	28
	7
	0

	Swine
	40
	55
	17
	29

	Milk Cows
	10
	19
	5
	2

	Sweet Potatoes
	300
	400
	150
	100

	Butter
	150
	104
	50
	125

	Source: 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 Agricultural Censuses, South Carolina Department of Archives and History

Note

1Conversion of historic dollar values to contemporary dollar values.


Fox Farm Line-graph Challenge

	Change Over Time: Total Acres Teachers’ Model
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	Source:


	Change Over Time: Cash Value of Farm Teachers’ Model
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	Change Over Time: Price per Acre Teachers’ Model
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	Source:


General Trends 

· Total acreage decreased from 1850 to 1880. 

· The cash value of the farm peaked in 1860, but steeply declined from 1860 to 1880. 

· Certainly it can be said that in general the cash value of the Fox farm declined as a function of a shrinking farm. However, notice the dramatic increase in the price per acre from 1850 to 1880. In 1850, the price per acre was $2.62 ($60.66 in today’s dollars) compared to the 1880 price per acre of $48.65 ($851.02 in today’s dollars). 

More Teacher Info.

While issues of land use and economic value are far more complex than the simplistic rationale included here, all trends observed in the Fox Farm Table and Fox Farm Line-graph challenges are functions of a Southern Agrarian Society based on slave labor—or lack thereof after the American Civil War. Notice that in 1860, the John Fox farm produced 28 bales of cotton in addition to great yields in all other farm production categories. Of course, cotton was the big money-maker fueled by an exploitive slave-labor system. During Reconstruction, without slave labor to cultivate cotton, the Fox Farm went from 1534 acres to 37 acres—from 2,450 pounds of cotton to none at all in 1880. 

Interestingly, the Fox Farm included 200, 260, and 100 acres of improved land for the years 1850 through 1870. The Fox Farm included only 16 acres of improved land in the 1880 census. Nevertheless, the price per acre increased dramatically in the later 19th Century. Maybe price per acre increases reflect rising per acre values as John Fox sold unimproved land during Reconstruction. The increase in land value may also reflect urbanization patterns of the late 19th century. Increasingly, land was sold, and developed into buildings for urban use.

