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Agricultural Census Student Challenges

Examine the agricultural censuses for 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880, and complete the following challenges: 

1. Headings and Sub-Headings

2. Fox Farm Table Challenge 

3. Fox Farm Line Graph Challenge. 

Remember, any time a really good question comes to mind, ask Cosmo!

Headings and Sub-Headings

Examine the 1880 agricultural censuses, and do the following: 

1. List the major headings in the 1880 census 

2. List only the 1880 sub-headings, which include data for the John Fox Farm

3. Compare and contrast the 1880 census with the 1850, 1860, and 1870 censuses. What changes do you see? What is the most significant change you find? Discuss why you think this change was made.

Write on notebook paper or in your WebQuest Journal to complete Headings and Subheadings.

Fox Farm Table Challenge

Using data from the 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 Agricultural censuses, complete the Change Over Time Fox Farm Table. As you fill in the table, convert all historic cash values to contemporary values. Go to <http://eh.net/hmit/ppowerusd/> in order to convert historic cash values to today’s dollars. 

Fox Farm Line-graph Challenge

With  Fox Farm Table Challenge data, use the Change Over Time Line-graph templates to create line graphs for the following categories: 

1. Total acres

2. Cash value of farms

3. Price per acre. 

In your WebQuest Journal or on notebook paper, discuss the general trends you see. Discuss what you believe to be contributing factors to these trends.

Agricultural Census Grading Rubric

	Agricultural Census Challenge Checklist and Rubric (Worth 50 points)

Student Name _________________________________Student Score _______________

	Task
	Check When Completed

Worth

2
	Score

	
	
	Unacceptable

0
	Needs Work

1
	Good

2
	Excellent

3

	1. 1880 Major Headings
	
	
	
	
	

	2. 1880 Fox Farm Sub-headings
	
	
	
	
	

	3. 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 Census Comparisons
	
	Worth

0
	Worth

4
	Worth

6
	Worth

8

	4. Fox Farm Table Challenge
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Total Acres Line-graph
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Cash Value of Farm Line-graph
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Price per acre Line-graph
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Observed Trends
	
	Worth

0
	Worth

4
	Worth

6
	Worth

8

	
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total
	Total


Fox Farm Table Challenge

	Fox Farm Table Challenge

	Category
	Year

	
	1850
	1860
	1870
	1880

	Total Acres
	
	
	
	

	Cash Value of Farm
	
	
	
	

	Cash Value per Acre
	
	
	
	

	Cotton
	
	
	
	

	Swine
	
	
	
	

	Milk Cows
	
	
	
	

	Sweet Potatoes
	
	
	
	

	Butter
	
	
	
	

	Source: 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 Agricultural Censuses, South Carolina Department of Archives and History


Fox Farm Line-graph Challenge

	Change Over Time Line-graph: Total Acres

	1850
	
	
	
	

	1800
	
	
	
	

	1750
	
	
	
	

	1700
	
	
	
	

	1650
	
	
	
	

	1600
	
	
	
	

	1550
	
	
	
	

	1500
	
	
	
	

	1450
	
	
	
	

	1400
	
	
	
	

	1350
	
	
	
	

	1300
	
	
	
	

	1250
	
	
	
	

	1200
	
	
	
	

	1150
	
	
	
	

	1100
	
	
	
	

	1050
	
	
	
	

	1000
	
	
	
	

	950
	
	
	
	

	900
	
	
	
	

	850
	
	
	
	

	800
	
	
	
	

	750
	
	
	
	

	700
	
	
	
	

	650
	
	
	
	

	600
	
	
	
	

	550
	
	
	
	

	500
	
	
	
	

	450
	
	
	
	

	400
	
	
	
	

	350
	
	
	
	

	300
	
	
	
	

	250
	
	
	
	

	200
	
	
	
	

	150
	
	
	
	

	100
	
	
	
	

	50
	
	
	
	

	
	1850
	1860
	1870
	1880


	Change Over Time Line-graph: Cash Value

	12000
	
	
	
	

	11500
	
	
	
	

	11000
	
	
	
	

	10500
	
	
	
	

	10000
	
	
	
	

	9500
	
	
	
	

	9000
	
	
	
	

	8500
	
	
	
	

	8000
	
	
	
	

	7500
	
	
	
	

	7000
	
	
	
	

	6500
	
	
	
	

	6000
	
	
	
	

	5500
	
	
	
	

	5000
	
	
	
	

	4500
	
	
	
	

	4000
	
	
	
	

	3500
	
	
	
	

	3000
	
	
	
	

	2500
	
	
	
	

	2000
	
	
	
	

	1500
	
	
	
	

	1000
	
	
	
	

	500
	
	
	
	

	
	1850
	1860
	1870
	1880

	Source:


	Change Over Time Line-graph: Price per Acre

	50
	
	
	
	

	48
	
	
	
	

	46
	
	
	
	

	44
	
	
	
	

	42
	
	
	
	

	40
	
	
	
	

	38
	
	
	
	

	36
	
	
	
	

	34
	
	
	
	

	32
	
	
	
	

	30
	
	
	
	

	28
	
	
	
	

	26
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	
	1850
	1860
	1870
	1880

	Source:


