
The Value of Secondary and Primary Sources 
The Darlington Riot 

 
Directions: Using the source you have been provided, answer the questions below.  After 
answering the questions, write a newspaper article forThe Darlingtonian  describing the event.  
In your article, include the what, when, where, who, and why aspects of the event.  
 
Prewriting for Newspaper Activity: 
 

1. When did the event take place? 
 
 
 

2. Who was involved in the event? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What happened in the event? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Where did it take place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Why did it happen? 
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Wrap-Up 
 

1. What do the articles based on the primary source have in common with those based on 
secondary source? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What is different about the articles based on the primary source from those based on 
the secondary source? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. What is the value of secondary sources in this activity? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What is the value of primary sources in this activity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What advice would you offer your students when conducting historical research? 
 
 


