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When I signed up for this course, my main objective was to get r ertified. Little 

did I know what an impression it would make on me and my teaching. From the moment 

Dr. Anderson stepped up to the podium and started speaking, I was hooked. I have 
.. 

always enjoy d teaching American History, but never looked at it from the viewpoints 

that Dr. Anderson revealed. Each day he posed a question and proceeded to make 

connections Inver imagined. For example, the impact that Catholicism had on the Age 

of Discovery. Dr. Anderson pointed out that cOW1trie were in fear of being enslaved by 

Catholicism; therefore they headed for the New World in search of that religious 

. freedom. The glory that they were sear hing for was land expansion. The more land a 

. . 
country acquired, the more power they had. This was just one example of the connections 

Dr. Anderson made for me in history. His quick wit and unbelievable knowledge of 

America History kept me enthralled throughout the two weeks. Each day I was anxious 

to return home to r ad the section of the text that Dr. Anderson had covered that day. It 

made so much more sense to r e having his perspective of the events. He helped me to 

"think outside the box". When I teach a topic in American History to my class, I will 

reme ber to guide my students to answers rather than teach the content. I learned that it 

is more important and more meaningful for my students to discover the answers for 

themselves rather than spoon-feeding content and asking them to spit it back on a test. 

Another lesson I learned from Dr. Anderson was to start the class with a question and ask 

the students to try to make connections referring to that question. For example, when we 

began our study of westward expansion, I posed the question: 'What part did the railroad, 



play in the expansion of the West? My tudent had to research and discuss the answer. 

It would have been asier to hand the the infonnation. ut by finding the answers 

themselves, they will remember it and mtemalize it so much better. 

Amanda Davidson led us to discover the difference between a primary and 

secondary source. Again this was not something I knew much about, even though I have 

taught for many years. I was aware that a primary source was a direct quote from a 

s urce ran autobi graphy. Through e use of the RAD activity and the PAST a tivity 

I was able to make primary source more student friendly and easier to read. I 

incorporated these activities hile teaching about Reconstruction and its effect on 

African Americans in South Carolina. Amand was a guide and excellent source in 

helping me to understand the differences b tween primary and secondary SOlHces. 

Through her daily lessons, 1 became aware that using primary and secondary sources 

. 
c uld be an invaluable way for my students to view hist rical happenings. For instance, 

when I was t aching my unit on Reconstruction, I shar numerou primary documents 

with my students. J transcribed those that were not already transcn1>ed. My students 

received copies of the documents to read along with me. A sample document was a 

pardon of liA. Middleton given by Andrew obnson. One of my students was so excited 

because he had Andrew Johnson's autograph (the signature at the bottom of the 

document). Another student was impressed by the fact that these documents were 

actually written by the per ons. It made primary sources real for them. To introduce 

secondary sources, each day J read Forty Acres and Maybe a Mule by Harriet Gillam 

R binet. This is a novel which takes place during the Reconstruction period in South 

Carolina. My students compared the infonnation and style of this novel with the primary 



sources I shared. Visiting the Archives at Clemson University was so interesting. I felt 

the same thrill my students felt when I held the actual documents in my hands or saw 

Galileo's diary. It was like taking a step back in time. 

Visiting a different cultural institution each day was invaluable. Being able to 

view primary sources in our local area helped make even more connections with the 

content from Dr. Anderson and Amanda Davidson. I was not aware that we had so much 

reference material available at our fingertips. Although I teach in Walhalla, I had never 

been to the Heritage Museum in that town. I was duly impressed by the knowledge that 

Mr. Gambrell had of the area. I plan on utilizing the museum as a primary source for my 

class. The visit to Cowpens was like a step back in time. It made me realize how 

important it is to expose students to the places where history lives. I will be sharing my 

visits with other teachers in my school, hoping they will utilize the sources available to 

them. 

In conclusion, I cannot stress enough the value of this course for my future 

lessons. As I plan each lesson in American History I will be cognizant of the importance 

of using primary and secondary sources as a teachjng tool. I will refer to the information 

from Amanda Davidson as a reminder of how to use these sources effectively. I will also 

refer to the website teachingushistory.org for information. I had never heard of this 

website before the course. I will highly recommend this course to all my peers as an 

invaluable tool for improving their teaching. 


