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General stores were very important in the everyday lives of many rural towns.
They were called “general” stores because they stocked a wide variety of items. These
stores played a vital role in the small baékcountry towns because it provided food and
other daily essentials to the whole town. These stores were needed for the town to
survive. The store’s location was very important for prosperous business, because it
needed to be somewhere easily accessible. The best locations would probably have
been near rivers, since that was a popular mode of transportation in the 1800s.

Coker & Rogers, Inc. is a general store in Society Hill, South Ca;'olina that was
established in 1828. It was started by two friends, Caleb Coker and Eli Gregg. The
store went through many different owners in the Coker family over the years. Locals
bought most of their items from this store, and families were allowed to charge and
keep items o.n a tab. | '

The Lenoir Store is very similar to the Coker & Rogers, Inc. They are both
general stores from the 1800s that have stayed in business for a long time. Each
served their communities by providing general necessities to the public. The Lenoir
Store is a little different from Coker & Rogers, Inc. The Lenoir Store also has a post
office inside the store. It has also been recognized as a historical landmark. Today, the
store still sells items similar to those found on the shelves the day the store opened.

The general stores of the 1800s were essential in the growth of cities, because
they provided food, medicines, clothing, and other daily items. General stores from the
old days are similar to modern time megastores. They sell a wide variety of items that
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people need to live. General stores played a vital role in the growth of the cﬁlon?eé.
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