
Use these charts as a guide for discussions in the use of primary sources: 

HELPING STUDENTS ANALYZE SOURCES 

Analysis Category Analysis Q estions (a starting point) 

Perspective What point ofview(s) are given ·or left out of the source? 
Is each viewpoint fairly represented? 

Audience- Who was the s urce meant for and why? 
What impact do you think this had on the source's final 
form? , 

~ummary What does this source tell us about the topic? 
What new questions does it raise? 

conText What histori al background do we need to know to 
understand this source? 

RAD , 

Activity Explan tio 

Read 

An lysis 

Do 

I 

I 

A student "reads" a source when (s)he is trying to 
understand the message of a source. What it means to 
read a source varies with type. Reading a letter means 
to decipher the text and its meaning while reading a 
cartoon or map involves interaction with graph-c 
images_ 
This activity takes place when a student closely 
examines a source to extract what the source has to say_ 
Obviously, reading and analyzing a source are not 
necessarily separate activities. 
In short, what do you want your students to produce as 
an outcome of reading and analyzing sources. 
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