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Harmful Factory Legislatioa.
The Kibler bill,sto create 2 commis-
. sfoner of labor and give him dick

ed fogether, are, Jh 4ttacked by the meas-

ares nOwW bg;ora the general usembly.
‘We havé been pssured by northern men,
not mill owners, and before any of these
bills were introduced, that, as things
stand now, 'they are’ all that prevent
| equalization of the conditions of the twd
sections. Are we ready to abandon
them? Are we prepared to give up the
advantages which offer us our hope of
controlling the maunufacture of our great
staple and forcing hither the capital de-
voted to it?

Qur hours of labor are longer than in
the east. 'This is permitted and justified
by our climate. Our scale of wages is
Jower, This Is warranted by the greater
cheapness of Hving here, but as the mills
multiply and the competition for hefp in-
creases the difference will become less
and less. Our milf hands are nearly all
drawn from the farms. They make meore
money in the mills, else they would not
go to them and stay in them. The grow-
Ing scareity of help, caused by the rapid
expansion of thls industry, is by natural
process Increasing the rate of wages and 1
ensuring for the operatives better ac-
commodations and more considerate
treatment. 1t is poor.policy to check that
demand by checking the building of mills.
‘There is no oppression anywhere that we |
have heard of; no scandal to demand le-
gislative repression. Why single out!
this industry, upon which so much of the
future of the State depends, for govern-
mental interference? (

Several years ago this question of
shorter hours came up in the legislature
and was fully discussed. The effort was
to limit work to 10 hours. After full dis-
cussion a compromise was agreed upon,
fixing 11 hours as the maximum. It is
this compromise, made by a legislature
far more radical than the present one,
that two of these bills seck to upset.
And two others propose to select this in-
dustry from ameng all other private In-
dustries of the State to be controlled in

powers as 1o cotton mills, was reinforced
yesterday by another labor

its by the State g
We have a rallroad commission because

bill, and two bills to reduce tte hours of
labor in ‘cotton mills,

We think The State has as earnest a’

sympathy with labor as uny paper In
this country. Every man connected with
§t is a laboring man in the most radical
sense of the term. No paper recognizes
more fully than The State the value not
. only to the laborer but to the commun-
iy, of good wages: none has less toler-
ance of the idea of an industrial serfdom
by which the destitytion of the many
auvgments the wealth of the few. But It
is impelled by a sense of its duty to the
people of South Carolina to warn the le-
gislature most earnestly .against such
asare now to it in the

are [-publi to
which the State has granted exceptional
powers ard privileges; but cotton mills
are private entcrprises, and no -greater
reason exists for regulating them by com-
mission than exists for regulating the
newspaper offices, machine shops, cotton
ginnerfes and saw mills of the State. In
many an industry the employes work
harder and longer and have their health
and comfort far less considered than
do those in the cotton factories,

‘We speak hot for the owners of cotton
mill stock but for the whole people, not
for the dividends of the present but for
the industrial progperity of the future
when we urge the general assembly to

name of labor. Tt will not really help the
factory operatives and it will retard the
progress and development of the State.
What are the main advantages that the
south possesses over the north In the
manufacture of cotton? 1. Proximity of
the cotton, effecting a saving of freight
charges. 2. A milder climate, in which
‘walercourses are never obstructed by

these propositions.
If the vote be close’ the probability of fu-
ture interference will be inferred, and the
capital within and without the State“
which has been flowing so freely to mill |
Investments will be alarmed and checked.
South Carolina. is not in a position to dic-
tate In this matter. There are other
southern States where no such laws dre
threatened and which have in coal and
water power advantages rivaling ours,

lce. 3. Cheaper and more abundant wa-
ter powers. 4. More and reli-
* able labor, unaddicted to strikes. 5.

Longer hours of labor.
rates' of wages. 7. C freedom

6. Slightly lower

ve here will divert
money to the mills of North Carolina,
Georgla and Alabama, our sypremacy In |

from disturblng legislation. 1t is a fact,
‘which we shall dgmonstrate, that the ad-
vantages our people commonly set most
store on are being steadily minimized by
progress, leaving as our chief dependence
those which Jegislation now seeks to take
away.

‘The cest a! transportation of the raw
material is a Vital item in the manufac-
ture of coarse and cheap goods, and It
isthls ‘tax ’upon *‘New-Engiand’ industry
which js transferring the- coarse goads
business from the east to the south. But
this transfer 13 almost completed.and the
south aiready controls the' market for
such-goods. In'fact the making of them
18 ‘almost ovm}oni;-even in this seetion
of cheddestproduction. We have prac-
ticall Mréached the lmit, and henceforth
our s(ruggle wiil be for supremacy in
ﬂnei‘wmves. Both of the newer Colum-~
bia m}lls are making goods finer than the
average of the north. The finer the goods
the sgmaller the influence of freight
charges, and hence the less the advan-
tage of proximity to the cotton fields.
‘When e come to competing .with the
east i the more délicate fabries the dif-
ference In the cost of cotton will hardly
bo appraclable. And we shall have to
compete In these or abandon the most
profitable weaves to the east, limiting the
scope of our Industry,

The second and third advantages are
bel) qunlmlud by the Increas-
inv’-em "n.nd ecanomy of steam
power, Ngw engines are almost annually
doing more work wl\t}'n Jess consumption
of g:'a.l__l.hnmpglrsgnlgrs, and_coal itself
is h to the ithern c
Steam mills competq all over'the Btate
with water mills, and in the not .distant
.future may hive'an actual and merked
advantdge over them if the new Brambel
engine, of which an eccount was printed
in The State yesterday, shall do what
a payment of $1,603,000 attests it will do,
Here are three advantages reduced by

-

The nnrlh has seeh that our'labor was
mote contented and fess troublesome thah
zhe lnbpmof. ﬂmt ucuan, and 80 the
np(nnen of \the; east have Tecently sent
an agent Yhrough the souih to organize
our mili hands, impress them, Wit the
idea’that they are being fmposedrupon by
their bmmoywrs’. and ‘preparé them to
strike for higher wages and smner
hours, thus dolng awny with an advane
tage which we now possess ! It gtrikes
and lockoyts can bé Inaugiratéd In the
south, southern competition with the east
Wil be haropared. Our operatives are to
‘Full 'chéstouts out' gt t!za nra;cr thetr
xivals; to diplicate NewEnghnd condt-
“tions h!m %50 that” thef New: Englarid
“otils: intain memsuven’ tgalnst
s, shnuld't 3 "plas* succeed,’ s fourin
nanﬂugg win e, gone, froin u:emuuth.
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cotton will pass
away and the east will chuckle at a folly
by which a most dangerous competitor
puts itselt out of power of competition.
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