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Do'emnent B

Source: Excerpt from a report by the missionaries in 1828
"That the Cherokees are rapidly advancing in civilization is acknowledged by every one.
Six years ago, a large proportion of the parents of our children came to the annual
examination of the schools, poorly clad, and generally dirty; but at an examination in
1826, when near 200 people attended, all without exception, were well clothed and
apparently clean. Many of the Cherokl.:es around us, may be said to be good farmers.
One man, the last year, tilled about 100 acres. Some have been successful in raising
tolerable crops of wheat."
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Document C

Source: John C. Calhoun in a letter to Virgil Maxcy of Maryland, Sept. 1830

I consider the Tariff, but as the occasion, rather than the real cause of the present unhappy
state of things. The truth can no longer be disguised, that the peculiar domestick
institution of the Southern States, and the consequent direction, which that and her soil
and climatc have given to her industry, have placed them in regard to taxation and
appropriations in opposite relation to the majority of the Union; against the danger of
which, if there be no protective power in the reserved rights of the States, they must in
the end be forced to rebel, or submit to have their permanent interests sacraficed, their
domestick institutions subverted by Colonization and other schemes, and themselves &
children reduced to wretchedness. Thus situated, the denial of the right of the State to
intcrfere constitutionally in the last resort, more alarms the thinking, than aU other causes.
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Source: William Lloyd Garrison, The Liberator, 1831

Assenting to the "self-evident truth" maintained in the American Declaration of Independence
"that all men are created equal, and endowed by heir Creator with certain inalienable rights
among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," I strenuously contend for the
immediate enfranchisement of our slave population... J am aware that many object to the
severity of my language: but is there not cause for severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as
uncompromising as justice. On this subject J do not wish to think, speak, or write with
moderation... .I am in earnest-I will not equivocate-I will not excuse-I will not retreat a
single inch-AND I WILL BE t-IEARD.
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Source: Lewis Cass, '"Report of the Secretary of War," November 2 L 1831

The work has been aided by Governments and communities, by public opinion, by the
obligations of the law, and by the sanction of religion. But its history furnishes abundant
evidence of entire failure, and everything around us upon the frontiers confirms its truth.
The Indians have either receded as our settlements advanced, and united their fragments
with some . dred tribe, or they have attempted to establish themselves upon
reservation. in the vain hope of resisting the pressure upon them, and of preserving their
peculiar institutions..... Indolent in his habits, the Indian is opposed to labor; improvident
in his mode of life, he has Httte foresight in providing, or care in preserving. Taught from
infancy to reverence his own traditions and institutions, he is satisfied of their va~ue, and dreads
the
anger of the Great Spirit if he should depart from the customs of his fathers. Devoted to
the use of ardent spirits, he abandons himself to its indulgence without restraint. War and
hunting are his only occupations. He can endure, without complaining, the extremity of
human suffering; and if he cannot overcome the evils of his situation, he submits to them
without repining. He attributes all the misfortunes of his race to the white man, and looks
with suspicion upon the offers of assistance that are made to him. These traits of
character, though not universal, are yet general; and the practical difficulty they present,
in changing the condition of such a people, is to satisfy them of our sincerity and the
value of the aid we offer; to hold out to them motives for exertion; to call into action
some powerful feeling, which shall counteract the tendency of previous impressions. It is
under such circumstances, and with these difficulties in v~ew, that the Government has
been called upon to determine what arrangements shall be made for the permanent
establishment of the Indians. Shall they be advised to remain or remove? If the fonner,
their fate is written in the annals of their race; if the latter, we may yet hope to see them
enovated in character and condition by our example and instruction, and by their
exertions.
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Document F

Source: Andrew Jackson: Proclamation on Nullification

Fellow-citizens of the United States, the threat of unhallowed disunion, the names of
those once respected by whom it is uttered, the array of military force to support it,
denote the approach of a crisis in our affairs on which the continuance of our unexampled
prosperity, our political existence, and perhaps that of all free governments may depend.
The conjuncture demanded a free, a full, and explicit enunciation, not only of my
intentions, but of my principles of action; and as the claim was asserted of a right by a
State to annul the laws of the Union, and even to secede from it at pleasure, a frank:
exposition of my opinions in relation to the origin and form of our Government and the
construction I give to the instrument by which it was created seemed to be proper. Having
the fullest confidence in the justness of the legal and constitutional opinion of my duties
which has been expressed, I rely with equal confidence on your undivided support in my
detennination to execute the laws, to preserve the Union by all constitutional means, to
arrest, if possible, by moderate and firm measures the necessity of a recourse to force;
and if it be the will of Heaven that the recurrence of its primeval curse on man for the
shedding of a brother's blood should fall upon our land, that it be not called down by any
offensive act on the part of the United States.
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Document G

Source: Henry Clay's speech to Congress on the Bank Veto, 1832

The power to establish a bank is deduced from that clause of the constitution which
confers on Congress all powers necessary and proper to carry into effect the enumerated
powers. In 1811, I believed a bank of the United States not necessary, and that a sate
reliance might be placed on the local banks, in the administration of the fiscal affairs of
the Government. The war taught us many lessons; and, among others, demonstrated the
necessity of a Bank of the United States to the successful operations of the government.
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DocumentH

Source: Andrew Jackson Political Cartoon, 1830s

8

Document I

Source: Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Seneca Falls Declaration,

l84~

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the governed....
The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man
toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To
prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.

9

DocumentJ

Source: Frederick Douglass, "What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? 1852

FeUow-citizens, above your national, twnultuous joy, I hear the mournful wail of
millions, whose chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are to-day rendered more
intolerable by the jubilant shouts that reach them. If I do forget, if I do not faithfuUy
remember those bleeding children of sorrow this day, "may my right hand forget her
cunning, and may my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth!" To forget them, to pass
lightly over their wrongs, and to chime in with the popular theme, would be treason most
scandalous and shocking, and would make me a reproach before God and the world. My
subject, then, feUow~citizens, is AMERICAN SLAVERY. I shall see this day and its popular
characteristics from the slave's point of view. Standing there, identified with the
American bondman, making his wrongs mine, I do not hesitate to declare, with all my
soul, that the character and conduct of this nation never looked blacker to me than on this
Fourth of July. Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the professions of
tb present, the conduct of the nation seems equally hideous and revolting. America is
false to the past, false to the present, and solemnly binds herself to be false to the future.
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