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widespread ~dconcerted opposition to the act, much -of it 
-~-------,--------:..--__---'.0-- ­

-- _ .~p:parently lnstigat~d-_~ from _~s Town, -probabby l-ndA-ea-te40,------.r:-­
- -- ". -'~-- --.- .. -:~. --- ..- ~-~:,.- -. ~.:.. '_._:::. .- . . --:,. _. . .,- -.... . '.' 

"'an': effective" o-rgant.Zat1;:on of-;so.me ~ind 
. .... , . . "" '. . .' 

j, ­
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____~eacefUl rotest had boiled over in~o iolent 
.; 

_. opppsi1;ion--r--At--le-aM-4~poxaXJ..J.Y-+-.JO...Ql.~kCJe appear~d to be . 
,"'" --~uccessfUl' where constitut10n~ meth s had failed. South" 

Carol-inians co •
, . First, .

o

violence co
 
._-- - ,-- .'-­
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-~ei:the.r__in actual tiseoas a reserve potential. Hereafter' 
------'- --..,.- -:.-----'::..- - - ­

its u--se.-became.a r -~t.ernat:iY...a. _As Soutb-. Carolinians .­
-.- ..- ­

-:----------,,-------~-

became more aw e that they woUld have to rely on their own 
. , I 

- -- snb-n-gtlr-·"tJ --:PTCJte-e-~them--se~reat of 1f1-0:tenlfc(fee---=---=---============ 
--------/'.,------- ­

became a more important weapon.' 
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Second,' the' col-eliy1s leaders gained experience with 

-_......•... -:...._-­

and 1770 they -lfiLulck_ be able --to employ .11!·mo.redeftly t-o 
-.

- __ • • .. "1D • . - -,/
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~ - - .. - _..-­
-fnforcenon1mportat~on '.and, iater, to exclup.e tea. Success 

/ ... --:------., 

.) 
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.. _ lri·Octobe..r 1765 .bece;nr~· a 
. 

precedent th-&t~~could be in:~oked--
. .--~ , . \ 

-'-- for' use in 0 ther ~rge~ ies·•. . ", -_. -. 
------ -- --~.I,I 

Third, at least fOT the time b~ing, royal goyern­
--'--- - _.-.- ---_. --- ­~ 

m~I1:t _was _revealed to be Plowerle~s. ~i3 direct encouragement 
__u:..!:-'__ • ­

to possible future-defiance wsS-obvious.Less imm~diately 
- . . 

apparent was the, damage done to· the gove.rninent· s pr.estige. 
. .. . -,~ 

Sept..-·3, 1768, in Cohen (ed.), "Fo-urLetters from Peter - . . , ... 
Ti~oth;y, II 8•.0, H1st.Mag. J__LYJJuly, 1954}, 164;- LauPens- --:--.-- ­

-------+t""o~GA-erva1~s-, Jan-.---;?-9, .1760, Laurens eTter BoolC;I7"62-1-;6", . - .' 
--~----'p""p..r-·.-""jS4, 355--, Hiat. So o. of--Pa_­
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The, mystlqU~ of governnie-nt rests, partly 0;0., something similar 

t~."an-·a~~a .;f·int,ai.libiilt~ch~ln t~~ ',depend;~ partli"ort-: l' 

-~e t~~11ity,-t~-prE1'j~~t-~~ ,imag'a .~f ·o~PQ~~~ce.· ". gac- - --- -­
- ,~. 

----,----'- 'fU!dfiff211ce-de stroyea'parti'o-f-the--Br-1-t~my-S:t!-que-.--_..---,,----.:= 

\ -~'. 

Carolinians would never agai~ stand in quite the same awe. 

And a governmen.t tllat -has lost the po~er tp, command the 
. 

------r~~ of its sub e·cts has lost much ,of its power to compel. 

obedtence. 

overnment in" '-"-;'.- ..__._-_. 

'. ,generaJ, had.. lost ' some-o-i its mystique. Me'ri like Benjamin 

--.- ,~_.w.o.Ja.s..ses. ~ij_.J?omeone=~ethe following summer, "the 

'. richer folks, ,were terrified 'at, a spi'ri.t, whichthems,elves_. -­

-. ha<l:C(Jrijtn'e~---up';-,-bULin~'t~~d_ of endeavourtng to reduce the\ . - - - ,',-- -, ,- ".' -"~--',;-' I < ' ,---- ----.-­

fir.e they had k1ndi.ed,· like -th,; sluggiSh to rt"'6:lse , they '.-.-­
~ . .. -. 

'shrunk' 'wi~in the'ir o~ shel:J,. sat ,e-.v~ry suppose~ dan~er. ,,39 

" Some had seen'_ the ,face of anarchy ,-and w~~re ,afraid jthey would 

"~ot have=-b.e~n-hum;~,~:-f ~ey had ~o,t' ~~amed, it ,d~rec't~yo? :.', 
, '\ , ' ,

BrJ. tain, forgetting theiro~ part 'in it. By an emotional 
\ .'. . 

'\ ----,----------,--~ 

,'shoZ.t circuit,obno,xious,--Bri.:t~sh pqlicywas consioClered _~to' . 

. b.e dir~Q.tly responsf;ble for ,instigating-anarchy in tlle ..... 
• ~" ------, > , 

~-,--

colony. .A1though Laurens had--no par:t!.. i~ Jnci ting the mo b, 

, his C?OJ~IIU~n~ in 1774illustra.t~d ine pro~ess by,wh.1:ch--Brita1n----"--­

becEUne the scapegoat. "W'e are," he wrote, "threatened With 
.~--

39B• C. Gazette, June 2, 1766. 
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t, '., 



", 

..	 243 
- -.---:\ 

another Stamp .lct • • • to throw,us into dire con.fuS10n.,~40 
,t'. , 

.~FOrSbmei1ke~~ns···the ·~s ·'P='rbliabliY-==t:o_ok:y.;e:ar~;f~~.'----'--'-7­

----'---~--'"""",:.,., : :' " ,,' ".... _.~:, .. '. ... "-""	 ' 

., .-- ~,~.)ther 1 t. do-ubtI,essocOl.!~i"ed 1nmietll~tel-y.	 .........v.caQ.O.s,?-~~, __-=--::=--:--.:.::..
,In-e-1-th~~
. , '", !. " .. • -: "~ _.-- ' ".~ •. 

--'-~'-' 

the impo-rtm.l't';e-re-sul-t~wa-s-tlia:t-the-sp.ect.orof· a1Larcmr----=: ­
. " .' , , ' .	 "" . 

probably alienat-ed fully as-'many conservatives as it -- '._ " 
.' -- ­

frightened others into taking refuge1n the ;British fold. 
.	 " 

._.-.~-

..... -'-~ .. ~',~ --~-:- the, -l~s~~~~'n's~r~ative anarchy"""a,1>p'earirCf mo'r~.~· ......._­

remote.' .Doubtless for men such as Gadsden their eiperi ­
,	 ­

':'ences,-we-re--exhil.a.~~ln~_ -:-w.t1~~:tm ,t1;!.-e~se . EfX\) ·rt'en-c·es--'------ ­
"'. -.	 . .. - .. _. - - ~ - -~_. -- -- - --.' 

.. '..	 would' heJ;.p to change the tone of politics.; within a few 

months ~-c:ondl1ct of. the Gamm9-As House would begin to sh""-'o.....w"-'.~''_--=-,= 

the . effects. To theextentthat',upper-cl-assleaders in.c~ted' 

·lbwer-class vioience-a democratizing 'influence was at work 
..._'-"._. .:'-:~ -._-. __ .. ~	 . 
on politi.~~. Succe-s:s-f~', c~operation in extra:-leial actirlties 

• ..' '. ',' • ~	 • ~ ,. • "0­

-. w~~.d· h-a~ve-i-n-c-r-ea-s-e-d~' rapport~-1)OUl5tless 1r1"lrp'e:~ona--Ll·t-y- and,----~ 

previous experience pre-disposed Gadsden to see the main 
". . ....'" . 

threat to 'colo_nia~ liberty iIi British policy"p.ot 1iJ. lower-' .,- - ­
• t .""	 _. .., , " . '" 

cl~s's t:Urb~ence. V1ple~ce.-that see,IIle_d to.p-:retect the 
, I 

colony against a measure that appeared tyr~~cal undoubte~y 
------ -._- ,~ .. ' ,	 "- . 

. ' 

. increased' ""the number of his persuasion. " At ieast: when the
-."- -,-	-. -- -"- . ~ -- --- -. "-.,- --_..-._--, 
-:.__ ...oommo.n~ .mE;l.~, 1:L.@..9_wed i ts~lf: anything but frightened" "1:>Y-­

the.October da1s. 

·40~en~~:~~n~~o 'J~h~I'Laur~~s,=-Feb. 8," 1774~~ in 
Salley ( e,g..), 'Letters from Henry Laurens to His Son John,!' 
S. C.	 Hlat•.Mag., III (July, 1902), 140.. 
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