It affords us infinite pleasure to record that
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“

As may have becn anticipated from opr notice
of the military movements in our city yesterday,
the bombardment of Fort Sumter, so lovg and
apxiously expected, has at length become a fact
accowplished. The restless activity of the night
before was  gradually worn down, the citizens
who had thronged the battery through the night,
anxious and weary, had sought their homes, Ltbhe
Mounted Guard which bad Kept wateh and ward
‘over the city, with the tirst grey streak of morn-
Ingz were preparing to retire, when Lwo guns in
quick suceession from Fort Johuson announced
the opening of the drama.

Upou that signal, the circle ot batteries with
which the grimn fortress of Fort Sumter s be-
caguered opened tire.  The outline of this great
voleanic crater wus illuminated with a line of
twinkling lights; the clustering shell< illuminated
the sky above it; the balls clattered thick as hail
upon ity sides: our citizens, aroused to a forget-
fulness of their fatizue through many weary hours,
ruzhed again to the points of observation; and so,
at the break of day, amidst the bursting of bownbs,
and the roaring of ordnance, and before theusands
of spectators, whose bomes, and liberties, and
lives were at stake, was enacted this first great
scene in the opening drama ot what, it is pre-
surned, will be a most momentous military act.
It may be a drama of but a single act.  The mad-
which inspires it may depart with this
single paroxysm. It i3 certain that the peo.
of the North have rankling  al  their
Learts no sense of  wrang to be  avenged;
nd exhibiting to those who expecl power to
reconstruct the shattered Union, its utter inade-
quacey to accomplish a single step o that diree-
tion, the Administration ot the old Government
may abandon at opce and forever its vain and
visionary hope of forcible control over the Con-
federate States. But it may not be so; they may
persist still Jonger in g rtion= of their power,
and if o, they will arouse an iodependent spirie
in the South, which will exact a merciless and
fearful retribution.

Jut Lo retuen to our report.  The act which we
have undertaken to record was so unique as might
be rupposed there were few incidents to mark it.
Bulow we huve presented the reports as they
suceessively arrived from the different batteries,
and which when placed on our bulletiu board,
were reecived with the most cager interest by the
mass of anxious friends who at every instant of
the day came crowding to our office.

There were #everal circumstances, however, de
veloped by the day's cxperience which it s im
portant to notice,

Hneas

“Qambardment of Eort Siimter!” Charll

beton Merciirv 1°-

Fort Moultric has fully sustained the pred-
tigze of its glorious name. It fired very nearly
zun for gun with Fort Sumter. We counted the
guus from cleven to twelve o'clock, and found
them to be 42 to 46, while the advantage was un-
questionably vpon the side of Fort Moultrie. In
that fort not 2 gun was dismounted, not a wound
received, not the slighteal permaneut injury sus
tined by any of its defences, while every ball
from Fort Moultrie left its mark upon Fort Sumn-
ter. Many of its shells were dropped toto that
fort, and Licut. JouN MiTCHEL, the *worthy son
of that patriot =ire, who has so pobly viodicated
the cause of the South, bas the honor of distnount-
ing two of its parapet guns by a single shot from
anc of the Columbiads, which at the time he had
the oflice ol directing.

The tunous iron batteries —the one at Curmings’
Point—named for Mr. C. H. STevENS, the inven-
tar, and the celehrated Floating Battery, con-
structed under the dircetion of Capt. lHHaMILTON,
| bave fully vindicated the corrcctoess of their
‘ conception.  Shot after =hot fell upon them and
slaneod harmless away, while from their favorable
position their shots fell with eftect upon Fort
Sumter, and the south-east pancopee, under the
"firc of the STEVENS battery, at nightfall, if not
actually breached, waa badly damaged. At this
battery the hooor of firing the first vun  was
accorded to the vencerable Fomuvsn Roerris, of
Virzinia, who marched to the rendezvous at the
souud of the alarm oo Monday virht, and who,
when asked by some person who did vot know
bim, to what company be belonged, replicd, ** to
that in which there is a vacaney.”

A m o~ oa

It were vain to attempt an exhibition of the ¢n-
thusia~n and fearless jutrepidity of our citizens
in cvery department of this eventful day. Boats
passed from post to post without Lthe slightest
he~itation under the guna: of Fort Sumter, and
with high and low, old and youug, rich aud poor,
in uniform or without, the coromon wish and
constant ctfort was to reach the posts of actior:
rand amid a bombardment resisted with the most

con=umm-te gkill and perseverance, and with the

, most efli -ient appliances of wilitary art and

_ scicnee, itis a most remarkable circumstance,

and one which exhibits the infinite good-

coodness of an overruling Providence, that, so
far as we have bceen able to learn from the ost
carcful inquiry, cot the slizhtest injury bas been

, *ustaincd by the de€enders of their country.

u It may be added, as an incident that contributed

¢ 10 little interest to the action of the day, that
from carly in the forenoon three vesscls of-war,

Y two of them supposed to be the Haerict Lawe and

: lziomee, lay just bevoud the bar, inactive specta-

sctors of the contest.  Whether they will attempt

Joto cuter during the pight and encounter the hat-

P peries on cither side that line the shore, is yet

g to be determined; if so we will present the re-

o cords of a bloody issuc in our next.

]' Fort Sumter did not retarn the fire of our bat-
S teries for over two hours, and ceased firing at
seven o'ciock, p. ni, though our men continued
to the bour of onr uoln«_g Lo press.

Annexed are tbe reports above referred to,
¢! grhich amwarcd on our Bulletin.
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