
Behind the 
Picket Fence



Source: The Good Old Days: America in the 40’s and 50’s. Alexandria, TIME LIFE books, 1996.

1. What is the message of the cartoon regarding 
life during the 1950’s?

2. Does the cartoonist have a purpose and if so, 
what is the purpose?



Source: The Good Old Days: America in the 40’s and 50’s. Alexandria: TIME LIFE books, 1996.

1. In what ways 
does this 
chart 
support the 
message in 
the cartoon?

2. How do both 
the cartoon 
and the 
chart 
support the 
“Keeping up 
with the 
Jones’” 
attitude of 
the 1950’s?
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