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ALL SOCIETY IN COSTUME

AMERS. W. K., VANDERBIILT'S GREAT
HANCY DIRESS BAILL.
A BRILLIANT SCENE OF BRIGHT AND RICHE
COBTUMES, PROFUBE DHECORATIONS OF
FLOWERS, AND EOME UNIQUE DANCES.

The Vanderbilt ball has agitated WNew-York
sociely mmore than any social event that has oo-
curred here in many yeoears. Sincoe the anneunce-
meont that it would take place, which was made
about a-week before the beginning of LLent, soarce-
ly aaythimg clse has been talked about. It has
pesn on every rongue and a fixed idean In overy
head. It has disturbed the msleep and oceunied the
waking hours of social butterflies, both mmale and
female, for over six weeks, and has even., perhaps,
interfered to some extent with that rigild observ-
ance of Lenten devotions which ths Church exacts.
Amid tho ruash and excitement of business
men have found their minds haunted by uncon-
trollable thoughts as to whethertheyshould appear
as Robert Le Diable, Cardinal INRichelieu, Otho the
barbarian, or the Count of Monte Crizto, whiloe
the ladies have been driven to the wverge of dis-
traction in the effort to settle the comparative

advantages of ancient, medirval, and mod-
ern costumes, or the relative supreriori-
ty, from an effective point of view,

of such characters and aymboliec representations as
a FPrincess de Croy., Rhachel, Aarie Stuart, Mario
Antoinette, the Four Seasons, Wight, Morning, In-
nocsesnce, and tho IZlectrio Light. Invitations have,
©of course, becm In great demand, and in all about
1.200 were Issunued. As ILent drew to a closce. every-
body having decided what be or she was go-
ing to wear, the attention of tho seoleot few
turned from the gquestion of costumes tothe settle-
ment of the detalls of the ball itself and the prac-
ticing of the parts assigued to them in the various
fancy quadrilles decided on to make the most con-
spicuous features of the entertainment. The drill—-
ingin these quadrilles has been going on assiduocusly
in BMre. Willlam Astor’sand other private residences
for more than a week, while prospective zuosts
not 80 favored as to be able to witness these pre-
liminary entertalnments have had to content
themselves with recounting ruch items of Informa-
tion as could be extracted from the initiated.'
As early as 7 o’clock last evening, although the
ball was not to egin until 11, gentlemen returning
from the halr-dressers’ with profusely powdered
heads wwere to be seen alighting from coubnés

along . Fifth-avenae, and hurrying up the
Bteps of thoir residences to comploto
their toilots. About thho snmoe time

the passaze up the avenue of an express wagon
containing the horses for the hobby-horse.gnad-
riilile attraeted a great deal of attention. By 8§
o'clock a large crowad of inquisitive Iloungers was
collected in Fifth-avenue and Fifty-seceond-street
watching Mr. Vanderbilt’s brilliantly {lluminated

residence and a group of workmen putting up the
awning before the entrance.
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Ingide, long before the ball commenced, the
house was in & blaze of light, whioh shown upor
profuse decorations of flowers. These, which were
by Klunder, were at once novel and imposing.
They were confined chiefly to the second floor,
although throughont the hall and parlors
on tho first floor, were distributed vases
and gilded beskets filled with natural roses
of extraordinary size, such as the,dark erlmeon
Jacqueminot, the deep pink Glorie do Paris, the
pale pink DBaroness de Rothschild and Adolph+de
Rotkschildg, tho King of Moroeco; the Dutchess'of
Kent and the new and beautiful Marie Louise
Vassey, But a dellghtful surprise greeted the
guests upon tho second floor, as they reached
the head of the grand stairway. Grouped around
tho clustered columns which ornamont either side
of the stately hall were tall palms overtopping a
dense mass of ferns and ornamental grasses, while
suspended between the capitals of the
columug were cstrings of variegated Japanese
lanterns, Erfered through this hall {8 the
grmuasium, a spacious apartment, whore siupper
wad served cn numerous small tables. But it had
not the appearance of an apartment last night; it
was like a garden in a tropical forest. The wralls
were nowhere to he seen, but imn their
places an  impenetrable thicket of . fern
above fern and palin above palm, hile
from (the YUbranches of the palms* hung
8 profusion of lovely orchids, displaylng a:rich

| variety of color and an alinost endless variation of

fantastioc forms, In the centre of the ronm was a
gigantie palm, upom whose umbrageous head
rested a thick cluster of that beautifal
Cuban vine, vougen villa, which trailed from
the dome in. the centro of the ceiline
To make the resemblance to a gurden more gome
plete, two beautiful fountains played in opposite
corners of the apartment. The doors of the apart-
ment, thrown back against the wallg, were com-

pletely covered with roses and lilies of the valiey,

The scene outside the briitiantly lighted mansion,
as tho guests began to arrive, was novel and jnter
esting. Larly in the evening a squad of Police offls
eers arrived to keop the expected crowd of sicht.
seers In order and to direet the movements of

drivers and cabmen. Before 10 o'cloek men and

women were wondering abeut the streets outside
of the house and glancing at the windows, or peers
ing under the double canopies which led up to the
door. 'They took up positions on the steps of the
houses epposite or stood on the adjacent corpers
waiting for the carriages to arrive, and then ail
who could obtain room on the sidewall:s crowded
at the outsides of the canopies and razed curious-
ly and enviously at the gorgeously costumed gen-
tlemen and ladies whom the ushers assisted to
alight. Carriages ¢containing the more youthfuland
jmpatient of the maskers drove past the mansion
before 10:80 o'clock, the occupant peerine surreptis
tiously under the curtain to seo if others were
arriving as he rolled by. Carriages drove slowly
by, while the Iadies and geatlemen in
themy, who were not in costume, gazed out
cf the windows and at the crowds . about the
house, indicating that curiosity was not confined
to the humble walks of life enlirely. At 11 o’clock
the maskers bezan to arrive in numbers, and the
oager lookers-on in the street wereo able to catelr
glimpses through the windows of flashing sword-
hilts, gay costumes, beautiful flowers, and) ex-
oited faces. IIandsome women and dlgnified men
were assisted from the carriage fn their fanciful
costumes, over which wero thrown shawls, ulsters,
and other light wraps, Pretiy and execited girly
and young men who made desperate eflorts to ap:
pear biase, were scen to descond and run up the
steps into the brilliantly lighted hall. Club men wha
looked bored arrived singly and In pairs and quar
tets, in hired cabs, and whole familles drove up in
elogant cquipages with livried coachmen and foot-
men. A great many ladies were acvompanied by
thelr maids, who were not allowed to leave tho
carrluges, whereat there was sowmo grumbling,
Gentlemen's valets were treated in the samo
manner, and the wushers insisted that thess
orders were munuerative. At 11:30 o'clock the
throng of carriages befors tho mansion aud
waiting at tho corners wus 60 great that tho ut-
most efforts of the Police were necessary to keep
the line ln order, and many gentlemen left their
carriages in adjacent streels aud walked up to
the canopy swhich wad the entrance to the fairy-
land. Most of the gentlemen gave orders to their
conchmen to call for them at 3 o'clock. Others
made the hour as late as 4, and somo “of the
more seasonred and wiser party-goers orderod
their carrigges as early a3 1 and 2 o'clock. The
guests had all arrived, save a few strageiers, at
midnight, and the crowd began to dispersa,
A few stlll remained to wander about in the
viclnity of the house, or to gazo into the area win-
dows or up to the more hrilliant plate-zlass in the
stories above. At 1 the Police were the sole oocu-
pants of the street before the house, with the ex:
ception of an occasional wordering belated pedes-

n.
trl'Fho guests on arriving found themselves in n
grand hall about 65 feet long, 16 feet it helcht, and
9y feet in width. Under fost was & floor of pol-
ished and luminous Echalllon stone, and above
them a ceiling richly paneled in onk, Over & high
walnscoting of Caen stone, richly carved, are.
antique Italian tapestries, beautifully worked by
hand. Out of this hall to the right riees the grand
stairway. which is not only the finest piece of work
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