Group 4

“We had to get a pass to go across the plantation property line, or we got a whipping and were sent home.”  George McAlilley, Little River

Slaves were not allowed to leave the plantation without a note or pass.  The pass told the name of their owner and why they were off the plantation.  Slaves were also not allowed to learn how to read or write.  Why?  Well, a few educated slaves wrote their own fake passes and escaped.  The owners did not want this to happen again.

     Trying to escape from the plantation was very dangerous.  If runaway slaves were caught, they were whipped or sometimes even killed.  Once a slave escaped, the owner sent searchers out to find the slave.  The owner would also put an ad in the newspaper offering a reward to the person who found the slave.  If a slave was lucky enough to escape safely, most would travel to the Northern states where black people were free.  But not many slaves tried to escape.  They were afraid of being caught and they did not want to leave their families.
