
Lecture notes and brief annotated bibliography for “Gilded Age America on Display: the World’s Fairs of 1893 and 1904.” Kevin Witherspoon
WORLDS FAIRS BACKGROUND:

The decades just before and just after 1900 were the heyday of Worlds Fairs, especially in the United States. Beginning with the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia in 1876 and concluding with the Panama-California Exposition in 1916 in San Diego, the United States staged no less than 19 major international fairs, many bearing the title Worlds Fair.

They were held in cities such as Omaha, Nebraska; New Orleans, LA; Buffalo, NY; and San Francisco, CA. They celebrated significant moments in history or regional industries, and had titles such as The Alaska-Yukon-California Exposition (Seattle, Wash, 1908); The Jamestown Tercentennial Exposition (Hampton Roads, VA, 1907); and The Cotton States and International Exposition (Atlanta, Ga, 1895).
Most of these events served as an excuse for the host cities to celebrate their own histories and importance. One example of such an event, The South Carolina Interstate and West Indian Exposition, which took place in Charleston, SC in 1902.

A few of these events were true Worlds Fairs, the most significant of which were held in Chicago in 1893 and St. Louis in 1904. These attracted truly global participants and drew the attention of attendees and commentators from around the world.

These massive expositions allow us a glimpse into turn-of-the-century America. They reveal a nation bursting with pride, racing headlong into the new century. A nation of incredible industry and inventiveness. A nation capable of achieving greatness.

At the same time, the fairs demonstrate that the nation careened somewhat recklessly into the future. It strained with the challenges of overpopulated cities; pollution; and crime. It struggled to properly care for the millions of immigrants it invited onto its shores. And it maintained a callous and embarrassing ideology regarding race, which left African-Americans at the nadir of their history and treated colored peoples from other parts of the world (as they were called) as an inferior curiosity.
COMMENTS ON ENTERTAINMENT:

It is easy to look back on these fairs with a critical eye in their approach to things like science, anthropology, and entertainment. The lines between such things is much clearer now than it was at that time, and anthropology as a true science was in its infancy in this period. So something that would be utterly objectionable today, like putting human beings on display, was thought to be a legitimate way to study them at that time. 

Something like the Wild Bill Wild West Extravaganza was considered an accurate re-enactment of the Indian Wars in the west.

Pitting aborigines from Africa against trained athletes in a race was considered a legitimate way to demonstrate the superiority of the Anglo race. 

And so on. 

There are some common themes we see in all the fairs:

What kinds of things were on display?

· Latest science and technology. New inventions.

· Also sociological and anthropological displays.

· Displays of the arts and culture, and music.

· Architecture and the buildings themselves. Incidentally, the buildings were usually temporary. They look spectacular and were truly grandiose, but they were typically wood structures with pasted exteriors, then painted white. In STL, the Fine Arts building was made of stone – why? (Security, and fire protection). In Chicago, none of the buildings were permanent – why? (Built on a soggy marsh right next to Lake Michigan)

· Animals.

· Not uncommon to have exhibits of “exotic” peoples. The Apache leader Geronimo, a prisoner of war, appeared in both Chicago and St. Louis, signing autographs and selling memorabilia.

· Innovative monuments or structures (like the ferris wheel).

· Electricity and light.

· Water, fountains, cascades, and other natural displays.
CHICAGO 1893, BACKGROUND:

In 1889, Paris held the Exposition Universelle, the most exotic and glamorous Worlds Fair staged to that date. 
The Eiffel Tower! Perhaps the most impressive structure ever constructed to that point.

Many in the United States were unhappy that France had seemed to seize the advantage in terms of mastery of steel and construction techniques – and they generally looked down their noses at the United States and the rest of the world.

Almost immediately, a movement was afoot not only to bring the Worlds Fair to the United States, but to out-do the French with the most spectacular Worlds Fair ever seen.

Many cities clamored for the right to stage the fair, including New York and St. Louis, but the vote ultimately went to Chicago. Chicago had recently passed Philadelphia as the 2nd-largest city in the country, and as the so-called “Second City,” it had a great deal to prove not only to the world at large but to the rest of the country.

The Chicago of the 1890s was not a glamorous city. It was a working city.

Its most celebrated industry was the meat-packing industry, whose Union Stock Yards stretched for miles, filling the air with a noxious stench that was inescapable. The city teemed with flies and vermin. The countless factories and plants in the city spewed black smoke into the atmosphere, lending the sky a sulfurous yellow tinge on the brightest days, and turning day to night on the darkest days. The bodies of dead horses often lay rotting in the streets. Mountains of dung lingered as well.
The city was noisy beyond description. The clatter of trains and horse-drawn carriages; the banging of hammers and tools; the shouting of people, left citizens deafened.

Vice and crime flourished, and danger lurked around every corner. Lives were claimed on an almost daily basis in horrific fashion, decapitated by passing trains; crushed under falling construction materials; trampled by runaway horses; incinerated in seemingly endless fires. 

Violent crime soared. The year before the Worlds Fair, there were an average of 4 murders a day.

One writer described Chicago as “a gigantic peepshow of utter horror, but extraordinarily to the point.”
And yet, Chicago was in many ways at the vanguard of technology and innovation, particularly in the realm of construction. Despite various environmental challenges, it was the home of perhaps the first sky-scraper, the 10-story Montauk building. In Chicago resided many of the world’s cutting edge glass makers, elevator makers, and steel workers. In 1887, construction was completed on The Auditorium, for a time the most celebrated building in the country, which included a theater 1,200 seats larger than the Metropolitan Opera House.
Based on these accomplishments, Chicago was chosen to host the fair. It quickly established a corporation of leading architects and business men, and selected its theme and title, the World’s Columbian Exposition, marking the 400th anniversary of Columbus’ arrival in the Americas.

Organizers hired the top architects from around the country and in Chicago to design the buildings.
Frederick Law Olmstead, the landscape architect who created Central Park in New York City, was hired to oversee the grounds. He first had to finish his current task, the landscaping at the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC.

Olmstead’s final product in Chicago revolutionized and elevated the field of landscape architecture, and cities all around the country began to adopt similar methods. Cities need not be dark and dreary; they could be beautiful.

Jackson Park on Lake Michigan.

The effort invested in building the Fair was monumental. Organizers built a railroad within the fair grounds, to transport supplies and exhibit pieces in, and garbage and waste out. The site was teeming with workers, as many as 20,000 at a time. There were facilities for housing, food, showers and bathrooms for the entire crew and staff. There were medical staff, nurses, police, fire crews, and the like even during the construction phase. Thousands of horses contributed to the work force – and to the waste.

The final product was indeed awesome:

Olmstead’s landscaping, expansive green areas, vibrant array of trees and bushes, and large island in the middle of a lake were widely celebrated.

The buildings constructed were magnificent. The core group of buildings, a cluster of palaces called the Grand Court, were done in Roman style with a uniform cornice height of 60 feet. There were plenty of domes, spires and other features, but the clean line created by that uniform height was significant. And, they were all painted white, leading to the name “White City.”

The other attractions of the Fair were equally impressive.

The crown jewel was the Ferris wheel: 
Designed by George Ferris, it was absolutely monumental. Far larger than the Ferris wheels seen at fairs today. The gigantic wheel rested on an axle mounted to the top of 8 towers, each 140 feet tall. The axle alone weighed more than 140,000 pounds. Nothing so heavy had ever been lifted before, let alone 140 feet up. The top of the wheel extended another 100 feet up. The whole machine included more than 100,000 parts, meticulously assembled. Delivery of the parts took 5 full trains of 30 cars each.
The wheel held 30 cars, each of which could hold nearly 100 passengers. Fully loaded, the wheel carried more than 2,000 passengers and weighed nearly 2 million pounds.

At the same time, the wheel appeared spindly and fragile, but proved incredibly sturdy and durable. In one infamous episode, terrified riders watched as a storm whipped up and a tornado touched down not far from the wheel. Buffeted by winds, the wheel hardly budged, and those in the cars may have been in the safest seats in the house.
Another  novelty was the introduction of the Midway, so successful that it became a mainstay at future fairs (both Charleston and St. Louis included a Midway). Here, all manner of entertainments not quite serious enough for inclusion in the Fair itself could be found. The Midway stretched for more than a mile, filled with side-shows of every imaginable sort. Freaks and strongmen, dancers and performers, musicians and jugglers.

The great strongman and bodybuilder Eugen Sandow, soon to become one of the most famous men in the country, appeared on the Midway.

So did Harry Houdini.

Buffalo Bill Cody, who appealed to Fair organizers to be included in the Fair itself, was instead relegated to the Midway. His Wild West Extravaganza immediately became one of the biggest hits of the Fair, and made more money than the Fair itself. Consuming 15 acres and including hundreds of Native American and American re-enactors, the show reinvented itself numerous times over the life of the Fair. It included buffalo, elk, mules, bears, and dozens of other animals. By the end of the Fair, Cody had made more than $1 million (about $30 million today).

Belly dancers.

The Fair included a dazzling array of human participants, including many “native” peoples from all over the world. 

Illustrious visitors to the Fair included the President, Grover Cleveland; Teddy Roosevelt; Woodrow Wilson; Thomas Edison; Clarence Darrow; Scott Joplin; Heavyweight champion James J. Corbett, and many, many others.
Frederick Jackson Turner delivered his frontier thesis speech at the Fair.

Just as Vanderbilt held a ball, so did the Chicago Worlds Fair. It was dubbed the Ball of the Midway Freaks, held on Aug. 16, 1893. Brought out all the exotic residents of the Midway, including Eskimo women, Laplanders, Native Americans, Japanese, Amazonian women, and belly dancers. Many of those who normally wore little or no clothing were dressed in skirts sewn from American flags.

The Chicago Tribune described it as “the strangest gathering since the destruction of the Tower of Babel.”
The technologies and innovations introduced at the Chicago Worlds Fair are far too numerous to mention. Among the noteworthy ones are:

The vast effort to power the entire fair with electricity, which was done by the Westinghouse Electric Company, including hundreds of thousands of lights along with hundreds of other machines, generators and engines. 
The Fair was at its most grand at night, lit up by those many thousands of lights. At peak times, the fair consumed three times as much electricity as the entire city of Chicago itself.

Thomas Edison’s Kinetoscope, showing moving pictures.

The zipper.

The automatic dishwasher.

The vertical file.

Aunt Jemima pancake mix.

Juicy Fruit gum.

Cracker Jacks.

A voice recording machine.

A portable camera from Kodak.

The first electric chair.

The first spray paint machine, used in painting all the buildings white.

An extensive water purification system which pumped spring water from hundreds of miles away and filtered it for consumption by workers and fairgoers alike.

Oddities like a 22,000 pound wheel of Wisconsin cheese; and a Venus de Milo carved from chocolate.

CHICAGO, NEGATIVES:

The Mayor of Chicago, Carter Henry Harrison, was killed on the day of the Closing Ceremonies by a disenchanted Irish immigrant named Patrick Prendergast. Prendergast had sent dozens of strange postcards to the then-candidate and eventual mayor, but in the excitement surrounding the Fair no one really noticed.

At the same time, a serial killer named H. H. Holmes brutally murdered dozens of people, mostly young women, in the time leading up to the fair and during its run. Despite any number of hints of his horrible actions, again the authorities were stretched thin in working the Fair. (“Devil in the White City,” Erik Larson)
The vice trade flourished during the Fair, as did gambling. Petty criminals and pick-pockets ran a brisk business. A large police force, the Columbian Guard, created for the Fair, was unsuccessful in stopping such activity.
On the whole, the excitement and distraction created by the Fair allowed crime to flourish.

Jacob Riis, Jane Addams, and other Progressive reformers in Chicago at the time, could not stop the flood of vice. As Riis urged prior to the Fair, “You ought to begin house cleaning, so to speak, and get your alleys and streets in better condition; never in our worst season have we had so much filth in New York City.”

At the same time, the Chicago Worlds Fair was not without it failures and even deaths.

In the course of construction of the massive buildings and the Ferris wheel, dozens of workers fell, at least seven of them to their deaths. Injuries were common.

There were several fires in various buildings. The most troubling was the Cold Storage tower, ironically charged with maintaining a frigid atmosphere for storing ice. A flaw in its design meant that heat from its massive engines was not released properly, and eventually it burst into flame. Fire crews called to the scene were trapped inside when the building finally exploded in flame. 12 firefighters died along with 3 workers.

In another incident, two bobsleds on a bobsled run that was built for the Fair ran out of control, and one of them flew out of the track. It crashed to the ground 15 feet below and landed upside down. One woman was killed, and the other 5 passengers were severely injured.
There were other problems. Despite the huge success of the Fair, many of its buildings and attractions were not ready at the Fair’s opening. The biggest draw, the Ferris wheel, loomed unfinished over the grounds for nearly 2 months before finally opening. Once it was up and running, it immediately became the Fair’s biggest attraction.

The Chicago World’s Fair also suffered from a plight no fault of its own, the economic collapse of the early 1890s culminating in the Depression of 1893. In fact, the opening week of the Fair coincided with the worst week the nation’s economy had seen in decades. 

The declining economy contributed to another struggle plaguing the Fair: labor conditions. For a time, the Fair was renowned throughout the nation as a place workers might come to find a decent job. Before long, though, even the Fair could not offer work to the tens of thousands of unemployed who came seeking work. At the same time, those working on the Fair complained of long hours and unsatisfactory working conditions. 

As did many other industries in this period, the Fair confronted labor unrest and threats of strikes. After one 2-week worker strike, organizers granted workers an 8-hour work day.

As labor unrest continued a few months later, Fair organizers caved in and offered workers a minimum wage and time-and-a-half overtime wages. While perhaps small, these concessions were revolutionary gains for workers, up to that time essentially powerless before the incredible might of big business.
In the midst of the grim economy, the Fair struggled for most of the year to inspire attendance.
Still, after the Ferris wheel was completed, and as word of the magnificence of the Fair spread, attendance built steadily through the summer, and by October, as the closing day neared, the Fair achieved profitability. The mounting attendance figures culminated on October 9th, when more than 750,000 people came to the Fair, at that time shattering the record for single-days attendance at a peace-time event (which had been set at the Paris World’s Fair), and a record still standing even today.

The Fair had vastly overspent its budget, costing more than $22 million dollars (about $660 million today), but ultimately made a profit.
Still, it closed on a resoundingly bad note, with the murder of the Mayor, the end of the Fair, and the collapse of the economy.

Within just a few months, Chicago was embroiled in one of the fiercest labor clashes in American history, the Pullman Strike, which ended when President Grover Cleveland ordered federal troops to crush the striking workers.

As one writer put it, “The poor had come lean and hungry out of the terrible winter that followed the World’s Fair.”
Legacy and impact of the Chicago World’s Fair:

NYT: “The failure of the fair or anything short of a positive and pronounced success would be a discredit to the whole country, and not to Chicago alone.”

Walt Disney’s father, Elias Disney, worked in construction at the fair, and shared its vision with his son. Many believe that Disney World and the various parks have their roots in the Chicago Worlds Fair.

Others believe that the Fair helped to inspire the Wizard of Oz.

The Pledge of Allegiance was written for school children to recite during the inauguration of the Chicago Worlds Fair.

Both the architecture and the landscaping of the Fair had sweeping effects, as they were borrowed extensively over the years. Perhaps most significantly is this change in how Americans viewed their cities. The press had taken to describing the “White City” in contrast to Chicago itself, the “Black City.” After the Fair, activists across the country called for more green spaces and more beautiful cities. Those who had worked on the fair contributed to urban renewal projects in Cleveland, San Francisco, and most important Washington, DC.
CHARLESTON, The South Carolina Interstate and West Indian Exposition, 1902:
In 1899, business leaders in Charleston proposed a fair. It was thought such an event might spark a somewhat stagnant business climate.

It started as a local idea and grew to include the West Indies and other regional ties, in hopes of drawing a wider audience.

The Exposition was divided into 2 main parts. First was the Natural section. Surrounding a huge lake. Included cultural exhibits, people from various parts of the Caribbean, and the Negro Building.

The 2nd part was more formal, the Arts section. It centered on a cluster of impressive buildings called the Court of Palaces. Included the Sunken Gardens; Cotton Palace; Palace of Agriculture; and Palace of Commerce. These buildings were nicknamed the “Ivory City,” due to the uniform color of the buildings, but also perhaps a play on Chicago’s “White City.”
A third attraction of the Exposition was the Midway, a collection of various sideshows and amusements.

The fair ran from Dec. 1, 1901 thru May 31, 1902. It drew about 675,000 visitors, despite a harsh winter and some other challenges to be mentioned in a moment.

While it did demonstrate several of the trends common to these fairs, it never truly intended to challenge the huge fairs in Chicago and later, St. Louis. And many observers were quick to point out that it did not challenge such fairs.

Still, it was thought to be very important to the city of Charleston and the surrounding area. In a document that Don has provided on your disk but not in copy here, the Governor (McSweeney) appealed to the people of South Carolina to support the Exposition, as their “patriotic duty.”

However, in the end, most agreed that the impact of the fair fell short of expectations. It ran well over budget, and the stock holders who invested in it in many cases lost their money.

In the documents provided to you, we see several interpretations as to why the Exposition failed to meet expectations.

“The State” newspaper in Columbia, SC raises several arguments. The first few more or less argue that it was doomed to failure and no one should have expected different. Charleston is too small, the smallest city to host a major fair to that point, and geographically situated to limit its drawing power.
Also, a large portion of the population is black, and the black population generally did not attend the fair.

However, as we get further into the article, the writer begins to reveal a deeper bias. He writes, “…the exposition, difficult as it was to draw crowds to it, did pay the people of Charleston – who did not contribute to it. There’s the pity! The business man who was cautious and selfish, who risked nothing and gave nothing, received good returns from the patriotic investments of his neighbors.”

Retail business was up.

The “shaking up” of the community was a positive.

Charleston received some regional notoriety, though the writer does not believe it has dramatically improved its reputations by this fair. 

So what is the problem? As the writer says, “Almost everything is possible in Charleston, … if the rich men of the city shall combine in her interest.”…”But it is useless to consider what they might do, because they won’t do it.”

The other account is from a visitor to the Exposition, written to the New York Times. He paints a grim picture of the fair’s impact. No huge crowds. Empty hotels. No unusual traffic. And why?

“I was called to realize that I was in a Prohibition State.”

“It is my view that the people who visit the expositions and constitute the bulk of the patronage thereof are people of means, accustomed to travel, who are in the habit of taking wine at dinner….They will not flock to a place where they are deprived of their ordinary comforts.”

So, rich, tradition-laden Charlestonians did not support the Exposition.

And, they didn’t serve booze.

In any case, the Exposition was impressive, but had only marginal long-term impact. As the last writer points out, St. Louis should have no such problems, because…..why? Big industry? Anheiser Busch? Beer! And the beer and wine flowed freely in St. Louis, and they had a grand old time.

ST. LOUIS 1904:
St. Louis looked on with envy as Chicago staged its Worlds Fair in 1893. David Francis, governor of Missouri, had campaigned for St. Louis to land the Columbian Exposition, but failed. Nonetheless, he fought tirelessly to sin a fair for St. Louis, and was finally rewarded 10 years later.

St. Louis was a city that felt it had a lot to prove. In 1885, it was passed in size by Chicago, which was becoming the focal point of the Midwest. Still, St. Louis remained the 4th largest city in the country, and as the “Gateway to the West” was a crucial cultural and transportation hub.

Thus, it was decided its fair would commemorate the opening of the west with the Louisiana Purchase.

On April 30, 1904, the fair opened. Chicago had its “White City.” St. Louis called its fair, the “Ivory City.” St. Louis recycled the most successful elements of the Chicago fair. It even literally recycled the Ferris Wheel, which had been sold for scrap after the Chicago fair but was restored and rebuilt in St. Louis.
St. Louis also carried on the tradition of the Midway, which it called its “The Pike.” Carnival atmosphere. 6,000 performers, more than 1,500 shows.

Roman gladiators; bazaars of Constantinople; dancing shows; a naval exhibit that recreated naval battles; and Eskimo village; a show in which firefighters put out real fires; and so on.

It included an animal show in which people could ride on the backs of wild animals.

Chicago had Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show. St. Louis had a similar show, “Cummins Wild West Show.” 

Chicago had Geronimo. St. Louis had Geronimo, now 75 years old.

Chicago had music. St. Louis had more music. The marches of John Philip Sousa were ubiquitous, and marching bands roamed the streets.

By 1904, Ragtime was becoming one of the most popular musical forms in the country, and leading ragtime composers like Tom Turpin and Scott Joplin attended the fair and wrote songs about it.

During this time, people’s world view was limited. Most Americans only knew about their small town or surrounding area. This fair literally brought the world to middle America, and millions were drawn to it. It was an eye-opening experience for all who attended.

And, much has changed in the 10 years since Chicago. 

The century has turned. 

The United States has waged a war, the Spanish American War, that led them far abroad and acquired far-flung colonies. This new exposure to “strange” people like the Filipinos has heightened racist ideologies in the U.S. We set about in new and creative ways to demonstrate the superiority of white men over other races.

The automobile has been invented.

The Wright Brothers launched their flight.
ST. LOUIS – TECHNOLOGIES:
The Museum of Technology revealed a staggering array of new technologies. Included entire trains on the tracks. Hundreds of cars.

Hot air balloons. Various types of air planes.

The telegraph and telephone.

Automated devices.

The fair implemented automated turnstiles to keep attendance.

Lights underwater, in the spectacular Cascades display.

An entire building filled with baby incubators.

The emphasis on transportation spread beyond the fair itself. People from all over the country used these new and improved forms of transportation to get to the fair, sometimes resulting in tragedy. In one case, a train filled with people going to the fair crashed head-on into an oncoming freight train. Dozens were killed either by the impact, by being crushed, or being burned by coals or steam from the engine.

The automobile, still relatively new, also inspired Fairgoers. The call went out around the country for people to drive to the Fair. Of course, roads were terrible and not marked. Hundreds of drivers got lost, and many of them never reached the Fair. Many wandered off course in the farm lands of the plains. About 75 ultimately did reach the Fair, and their arrival trumpeted the success and durability of the automobile.

ST. LOUIS – ART:

Vast array of art, especially sculpture, which filled the Fair grounds.

Only permanent building was the Palace of Fine Art. 11,000 pieces of art displayed.
ST. LOUIS – RACISM:

The St. Louis Worlds Fair has been most thoroughly studied and analyzed for its treatment of “exotic” peoples from around the world. Again, there was a great deal of interest in such people after the Spanish American War and American advance abroad.

In St. Louis, a 47 acre exhibit was devoted to Filipinos. More than 1,000 Filipinos were imported – under harsh conditions – and an entire village was built for them. 

This exhibit, to the surprise of organizers, was one of the most popular at the Fair. Some attribute it to voyeurism, as the Filipinos were near naked. Others think it was simple curiosity, as the Filipinos were so different from anyone they were accustomed to seeing.

However, this curiosity undeniably was tinged with racial overtones, as white onlookers assumed the inferiority of the Filipinos, and often took photos with them in silly poses, or asked them to pose while wearing American clothes, and so on.

There was also great fascination with the fact that they sometimes ate dog, a fact that was accentuated at the Fair. They were called “dog-eaters,” and fair organizers made sure they had a steady supply of dogs, which were killed, cooked and eaten before crowds of astonished on-lookers. The spectators were invited to taste the feast – most declined.

Genuine curiosity in the Filipinos, especially from the scientific community, easily crossed over into gross mistreatment. In a sense, they became lab rats. Constantly watched, measured, and tested. In several cases, the bodies of the dead were autopsied and their brains removed for study. This was a terrible affront to the Filipinos and created deep resentment.

Not only Filipinos were on display at the Fair, but an entire Congress of Races. The physical layout of the Fair illustrated a sense of racism, as the “Ivory City” and its white buildings lay at the center, surrounded on the outskirts of the grounds by various “colored” peoples of the world, arranged roughly in ranking of their state of evolutionary development.

This was the accepted state of evolutionary science at the time. It was believed that the races formed a sort of hierarchy, with white Anglo-Saxons at the top, and moving down through various other groups to Africans at the bottom.
Putting representatives from these “inferior” groups on display gave white fairgoers a point of comparison and seemed to prove their superiority.

Fair organizers intended these displays as a genuine educational opportunity – and again it is important to remember the state of such things at that time – but historians have condemned them as exemplary of a deeply racist society.

In some cases, as in a group of pygmies brought from Africa, organizers set out to depict them as cannibals. The most infamous example is a pygmy named Odibenga, who was made to file his teeth, creating a fearsome grin. Odibenga obliged by smiling often and appearing for pictures.

He was later put into a zoo and forced to live with monkeys, whom it was claimed were close to him on the evolutionary ladder. Eventually he committed suicide.

The lingering feeling from the fair is that it was in fact the enlightened men who were acting as savages.

ST. LOUIS – the OLYMPICS:

The 3rd Olympics were held in St. Louis in conjunction with the Worlds Fair.

Tells us a great deal about the comparative roles of those events in terms of significance, compared to today. At that time, the Worlds Fair was much more significant than the Olympics, which constituted little more than a sideshow.

In some cases, natives were made to compete against trained white athletes. Such humiliating tests were purported to demonstrate the superiority of whites, even though the natives sometimes did not even understand that they were competing.

The marathon illustrates the state of the sport at that time. One competitor was chased about a mile of course by a dog. Another ran in street clothes. The eventual winner rode in a car for several miles along the way, which was discovered before he was awarded his medal.

The swimming events were held in a dirty lake.

Tug of war was an event. Banned after this for suspicion of cheating.
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