Writing Rubric
	Description
	Score 4
	Score 3
	Score 2
	Score 1

	Lead
	The writer had an excellent lead that grabs the reader’s attention.
	The writer had a good lead that grabs the reader’s attention.
	The writer had a poor lead.  It did not get the reader’s attention.
	The writer omitted the lead.

	Beginning and Ending
	The writer had a strong beginning or end.
	The writer was missing a beginning or end.
	
	The writer was missing both the beginning and the end.

	Details
	Many details
	Some details
	Few details
	Details confusing.

	Conventions
	CUPS was used. 2 or less errors.
	CUPS was used. 3 or less errors.
	CUPS was used. 4 or less errors.
	CUPS was not used.

	Vivid Vocabulary- good adjectives and strong verbs
	The writer had a least 4 strong verbs and 4 vivid adjectives.
	The writer had at least 3 strong verbs and 3 vivid adjectives.
	The writer had at least 2 strong verbs and 2 vivid adjectives.
	The writer had boring sentences without any strong verbs or vivid adjectives.

	Variety of sentences
	All sentences started in a different way.
	Most sentences started in a different way.
	Some sentences started in a different way.
	All sentences started the same way.

	Logical order, makes sense, and stays on topic.
	Logical order, makes sense, and stays on topic.
	Partly makes sense, logical order, and stays on topic.
	Not in logical order, but stays on topic.
	Not on topic, not in logical order or doesn’t make sense.

	Made Changes
	The writer shows at least 3 examples of making changes in his/her writing.
	The writer shows at least 2 examples of making changes in his/her writing.
	The writer shows at least 1 example of making changes in his/her writing.
	The writer did not make any changes in his/her writing.

	Evaluation
	The writer and a buddy read the piece and recorded 2 pluses and 1 wish.
	Only one person read the piece and recorded 2 pluses and 1 wish.
	
	No one read the piece and evaluated it.


