Letter from Henry Woodward to Sir John Yeamans, 1670

H. Woodward to Sir John Yeamans.

            Albymarle Pointe in Chyawhaw Sept. 10. 1670.

Rt Honble Sr
      I could not soe well have pleaded my exscuse, & tardinesse in not given your Honr a particular relation by ye way of Virginia, & Barmudoes of our proceedings, & transactions; since yor Honrs departure for ye Barbadoes & our settinge forward for ye Maine: It being my fortune to bee gone upon ye discovery of Chufytachyq( ye fruitfull Provence where ye Emperour resides; in ye same juncture of time, when ye said Vessells set sayle from our Port of Chyauhaw2: whereupon at my returne from Chufytachyq I understood ye Mr. Jones had satisfyd yor Honor in those particulars, as for my aforesaid journai I have discovered a Country soe delitious, pleasant & fruitfull, ye were it cultivated doutless it would prove a secound Paradize.  It lys West & by Northe nearest from us 14 days travell after ye Indian manner of marchinge.  I there contracted a leage wth ye Empr & all those Petty Cassekas3 betwixt them, soe ye some few weeks after my retourne, ye Carolina being longe in her dispatch from Virginia our Provision failed us & had not myne wth Mr Jones diligence wth some few others releved ye Genll(general) wants by what Provisions wee procured of the Natives it had gone very hard wth us, in which scarsecytie of Provision wee received an Account from ye Southward by ye Indians of St Helens ye Spanish vessels & 30 Peeryaugoes4 of Spaniards & Indians intendinge to worke us what mischeife they could. (And as I conceive they haveing intelligence of our Expectations of a supply in ye Carolina) awaited at Sea to trap(??) our Shipp: ye soe depriveing us of our Supply & blocking us up: our necessitys increasing wee consequently must have surrendered: for wch intent the Perryaugoes lay 10 leagues distance from us at ye mouth of Stonowe River, & there shipps of at Sea.  Yet it pleased God ye our ship arrived safe to us wth a most convenient Supply.  Ye Enimy not being removed, & yet being sensible thereof, theire Indians being terrifyd at ye Scaleing of some of our Great Guns. And ye Spaniard as wee suppose being frustrated of his expectation of starving us, cowardly retreated to St Augustines never attempting anythinge against us soe yt at prst (present) wee have noe other news but yt he hath threatened to destroy ye Indians of St Helens, of Cumbohee & of Edistowe yt are our friends.

            Thus as to ye estate of our Genll affaires.  As to our family necessity.  I suppose Mr. Jones hath made yor honr fully acquainted as to my particularre wants.  I am most beholden to your honorable Agent here than any thinge from ye Publicke, All though I must confesse they have made honble recommendations of mee in there Genll letters.  I shall endeavour by ye next to send yr Honr some of our American raritys, our troubles at prest (present) not permittinge mee ye vacancy as to travel ye Country, It being most of my businesse to awaite in towne & to give an account of what relations ye Natives bringe us either from ye Southward or ye Northward soe yt least I might seeme too prolix I rest my respective services presented to your Honr not forgetting my respects to Mrs Mavel Carter & ye rest of yr Honrs family & relations.

                        I rest yr Honrs most obliged Servant

                                                                        Henry Woodward
( Possibly Cofitachiqui


2 Possibly Kiawah


3 Possibly plural of Cassique, which means chief


4 Possibly Periguas which was a Native American water-going vessel





Citation: Woodward, Henry.  Letter to Sir John Yeamans 10 September 1670.  S 108185.  South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Columbia, South Carolina.


