
Teaching American History in South Carolina provides teachers with the content, methods, and resources needed
to teach American history effectively. As part of a federal program that has funded over 400 grant projects around
the country, South Carolina’s first Teaching American History grant was awarded in October 2001. In October
2004, Teaching American History in South Carolina will become one of 122 other grant projects funded by the U.S.
Department of Education. This project builds on the success of the first grant, offering content-rich professional
development to a new coalition of school districts.

TAHSC I (awarded October 1, 2001)
◆ Richland 2 School District primary recipient of $953,361 grant
◆ SC Department of Archives and History contracted to administer grant
◆ Served 146 teachers directly over a period of three years
◆ School District Partners included Berkeley, Charleston, Dorchester 2,

Greenville, and Richland 2
◆ Other partners include SC State Department of Education, University of

South Carolina Department of History, South Carolina State Museum,
and South Carolina State Park Service

TAHSC II (awarded October 1, 2004)
◆ Richland 2 School District primary recipient of $999,558 grant
◆ SC Department of Archives and History contracted to administer grant
◆ Will serve 180 teachers directly over a period of three years
◆ School District Partners include Charleston, Clarendon 2, Dillon 3,

Lexington 2, Marion 2, Richland 1, and Richland 2
◆ Other partners include SC State Department of Education, University of

South Carolina Department of History, South Carolina State Museum, and
South Caroliniana Library



How does Teaching
American History in
South Carolina work?
Teachers participate in one of three 10-day
summer institutes that take place at a variety
of museums, libraries, and historic sites
across the state. During the fall and winter
months, teachers work on lesson plans for the
project and receive mentoring support from
project staff and partners.

What can Teachers get
from this course?
◆ $500 stipend and 3 hours of graduate

credit
◆ Opportunity to create new lesson plans

using local primary sources
◆ Research assistance from Public History

graduate students
◆ Networking opportunities with historians,

teachers, and cultural institution staff

What is the main goal of
the project?
The main goal of the project is to help
teachers develop innovative teaching
techniques through the use of local primary
sources and to connect national history to
local and regional events, people, and places.
The partnerships created through the project
will live beyond the grant period and foster
continued support of teacher development
and improved student achievement in
American history.

www.teachingUShistory.org
South Carolina Archives & History Center
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8301 Parklane Road
Columbia, SC 29223
803-896-6224
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Teachers receiving a behind-the-scenes tour of the South
Carolina Department of Archives and History.

Teachers approaching Drayton Hall for a house tour.

Teachers doing research for lessons at the Avery Research
Center for African-American History and Culture.


