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About the book

f You have been given a section of reading from a book entitled Ben Tillman and the Reconstr uction of White Supremacy. Thisis
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different from the pnmar) sources we tvpically use in class. It a secondary source in that it is an historian’s interpretation of events.
In this case the source is about the promment South Carolinian politician Ben Tillman. Please see the reference page for details
about the book and its author.

About the reading

The section of the book you have is about the limits of reform in South Carolina. It speaks directly to the subjects of progressivism
and the story of African Americans in the Progressive Movement we addressed in class. We saw that the Progressives fell short of
ensuring that African Americans had full protection of the law under the constitution and failed to fight for the protection of the civil
liberties. Please notice that sections of the text are numbered and those numbers correspond to this sheet. Use this to organize your

reflections.

What to do...

As you read look for certain things:
e What things did Tillman do that appear progressive?
What personal beliefs prevented him from doing many things that were commonly considered progressive?
He refused to do certain things. What did he refuse to do and why?
Look for examples of contradictions in his thinking and actions.
What was attitude toward segregation and voting rights for African Americans in South Carolina
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