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Accounts of Pastor Woodmason’s Travels through the Backcountry:

 “The next day cross’d the Wateree river into the fork to baptize several children.  A shocking passage.  We cut the way thro the swamps for 4 miles, thro’ canes and impenetrable woods--- Had my Cloaths torn to pieces--- After the meeting some Religious People we returned back.  The next day, I stayed under the roof of a good Samaritan, Mr. Kershaw, who poured Wine and Oil into my wounds and would not let me move til they healed.” (pgs. 12-13)
“Officiated as usual at Pine Tree Hill and received invitation to visit the Pedee River to visit them--- with Man and Horse to carry me, where we faced many difficulties--- much fatigue, and suffering hunger, Cold, and no bed to lye on but only ground.” (pg. 12)
“I was almost tir’d of baptizing of children---and laid my Self down for the Night frozen with cold---without the least Refreshment--- No eggs, Butter, Flour, Milk, or anything, but fat rusty Bacon, and fair water, with Indian Corn Bread, Viands (poor foods) I had never before tasted or seen.” (pg. 13)
“Cross’d the Country, and the Wateree River to Rocky Mount—Was in great Danger of my life​​​---  the Stream being so rapid that it carried away the Boat down the River and stove (threw) us on the rocks.  We threw the Horses over, and they swam to shore and we were taken out by Canoes that came off.  I was quite spent with Toil and Sweat--- Wet to the skin, and all my linen and Baggage soak’d in Water.” (pg. 31)
“All creeks were rough and impassable; for no bridges are yet built in the Country--- Nor are there any ferries or Boats--- we pass the Fords only when the water was low.  Weather exceeded Cold as hard Frost, and a Great snow fell.  The cabins were open and exposed with little or no bedding.  We almost perished on the journey.” (pgs. 32-33)
On Wild conditions, settlers, and lack of Law and Order in the Backcountry:

“The Chief Justice attempted to raise the Militia, and to attack the Gang of Thieves- But the officers were too cowardly--- all afraid to venture--- nor could he enlist any volunteers.  The Robbers hearing of his intent laid in wait to attack him…so by perswasion he returned by the Road which he came up.” (pg. 11)
“This day we had another specimen of the envy malice and temper of Backcountry settlers--- They gave away 2 Barrels of Whisky to the Populace to make drink, and for to disturb the Service…The Company got drunk by 10 0th Clock and we could hear them firing, hooping, and hollowing like Indians.” (pg. 30)
“How would the Polite people of London stare, to see the Females (many very pretty) come to Service in their Shifts (undergarments) and a short petticoat only, barefooted and Bare legged--- Without Caps and Handkerchiefs almost in a state of nakedness.  Men appear in frocks or Shirts and long Trousers---No shoes or Stockings.” (pgs 31-32)

