Document #1

Excerpts taken from:

Johnson, George Lloyd, Jr. The Frontier in the Colonial South: South Carolina Backcountry, 1736-1800.  Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1997.

Describing the Backcountry travel in 1730:

“There was few or no roads, every family had to travel the best way they could, which was here double distance to some, for they had to follow swamps and branches as their guides, for some time.  And after some time, some men got such knowledge of the woods as to blaze paths, so the people soon found out to follow blazes from place to place.  Ferryboats were also constructed from local pine to cross rivers and canals.” (Pg. 10)
Note- Those traveling from Charleston to the Backcountry would have found nothing but wilderness.  Many ran into wild beasts and animals and often perished along the journey from exhaustion, disease, or attacks from hostile Natives.

Describing the conditions of Territory in the Backcountry:

“Dense swamps were unsuitable for agricultural purposes of growing wheat, flax, hemp, and other European grains.  Many Scots-Irish settlers came down the wagon road from Pennsylvania and established homesteads on the South Carolina Frontier.” (Pg. 11)
“Pine barren sand hills, not worth cultivation, except when intersected by streams where a little good soil is found.  Members of the Catawba tribe would offer assistance to early settlers, but only for a fortunate minority.” (Pg. 13)
On lack of law and order in the Backcountry and the need for regulation:

“To steal was easier than to work.  Citizens had no way to protect their private property because there was no law enforcement.”  Also called, “a land of lush pastures and verdant plantations that had been vexed by outlaws and ne’er do wells.” (pg. 112)
Backcountry resident Rachel Klein writes in response to outlaws and thieves:

“They have killed cattle, stole horses, and robbed horses and go armed threatening to kill anything that will molest them or cross their path.” (pg. 112)
Regulation brought to the Backcountry:

“One of the Regulators in the Upper Pee Dee was Gideon Gibson, a prosperous mulatto whose individual whose involvement in the movement created anxiety among Lowcountry officials.”  
“The Movement was neither radical not revolutionary, but primarily centered on efforts by the rising planter class to protect property.” ( Pgs. 113-114.)
