"Man-on-the-Street", Buffalo, New York, December 1941

Charles Harrell: This is Buffalo, New York speaking. Telling what we think of the Japanese aggression. These interviews are recorded for the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. through the facilities of WBEN, the Buffalo Evening News station. Your name please?

William Patterson: William Patterson.

Charles Harrell: And your address?

William Patterson: 130 Summit Avenue, Buffalo.

Charles Harrell: How long have you lived in Buffalo, Mr. Patterson?

William Patterson: Ever since I was born.

Charles Harrell: And how old are you?

William Patterson: Twenty-two.

Charles Harrell: Are you married?

William Patterson: No, I am not.

Charles Harrell: Have you been in Buffalo during the past two years? By that I mean you look of college age. Have you been away to school?

William Patterson: Yes I have. For the past four years I've been at Brown University.

Charles Harrell: And where is that located?

William Patterson: In Providence, Rhode Island.

Charles Harrell: You have received your degree from Brown?

William Patterson: Yes.

Charles Harrell: Where were you when the news came? Were you here in Buffalo?

William Patterson: Yes I was.

Charles Harrell: How did you react to this news?

William Patterson: I was very much surprised by it. I didn't really think that the Japanese would be so foolish as to an attempt this attack which seems that it must end in failure and ruin for them.

Charles Harrell: You were entirely surprised by the turn of events?

William Patterson: Yes I was.

Charles Harrell: You did not anticipate the Japs doing anything aggressively?

William Patterson: No, at least not so soon.

Charles Harrell: At least not to us?

William Patterson: Yes.

Charles Harrell: What did you think they would do?

William Patterson: Well, I thought possibly that they would continue their aggressive moves in the direction of Thailand and possibly down toward Singapore. But I didn't anticipate, as I said, the attack on Hawaii and the Philippine Islands.

Charles Harrell: At what time did you hear the news?

William Patterson: Almost as soon as it was broadcast.

Charles Harrell: On Sunday?

William Patterson: On Sunday.

Charles Harrell: You heard it over the radio then?

William Patterson: Yes I did.

Charles Harrell: And what was your emotional reaction at that time? One of fear? One of, well could you describe how you felt?

William Patterson: Well, after the first surprise I think that I didn't feel any fear. I recognized that all of us here are in for a rather tough time of it. But, I was sure that we would all meet the situation to the best of our abilities?

Charles Harrell: Were you excited?

William Patterson: Well, not a great deal no.

Charles Harrell: You felt fairly calm?

William Patterson: Yes and really confident.

Charles Harrell: How did your family take the news? You're living with your mother and father, are you?

William Patterson: Yes I am.

Charles Harrell: Do you have any brothers and sisters?

William Patterson: I have two sisters.

Charles Harrell: How did they take the news? Your family, your sisters, mother, and father?

William Patterson: My sisters I haven't seen, they're not living in Buffalo. But my mother and father were there and I think that their reaction was much the same as mine: fairly calm and a little apprehensive perhaps of the dangers that we will have to face, but determined to see them through as they had seen them through in the last war.

Charles Harrell: Were they excited?

William Patterson: No, I don't think so.

Charles Harrell: Did they draw parallels between this war and the last one?

William Patterson: No, they didn't.

Charles Harrell: What does this mean to you, this Japanese aggression? How will it affect you personally, as near as you can tell?

William Patterson: Well, I don't know what it will mean to my personal life, yet.

Charles Harrell: What are you going to do?

William Patterson: Well, I've been considering very seriously enlisting in one or another of the armed forces of my country.

Charles Harrell: Have you any preference as to the branch?

William Patterson: Well, not so far, no.

Charles Harrell: You haven't given it serious thought in the point of really moving toward a definite signing up? You've just considered it more or less as a possible line of action for you?

William Patterson: Yes.

Charles Harrell: Is that right?

William Patterson: That's it.

Charles Harrell: What shall we do, here in America? Shall we -- what do you think we ought to do as a people now? What's your attitude toward us?

William Patterson: I think we should fight the war as hard as we can until we've won.

Charles Harrell: Fight foul or fair?

William Patterson: Well [laughs], I don't know quite what you mean by foul.

Charles Harrell: Shall we bomb undefended cities?

William Patterson: No, I don't think so. I don't think it's -- I don't know really, I don't think it's good military tactic. I don't think it's productive of results.

Charles Harrell: Do you have any moral scruples against it?

William Patterson: Well, I don't know.

Charles Harrell: Have you thought of it?

William Patterson: Evidently not. [laughs]

Charles Harrell: All right Mr. Patterson, a few other questions. What do you think of the Japs, the people, the Japanese people?

William Patterson: Well, I --

Charles Harrell: Do you hate them?

William Patterson: No, I don't hate them. I was very much interested in a news flash I heard over the radio from the Japanese citizens on the west coast expressing their loyalty to the president and their shock at the action that their country, original country, had taken. I don't believe that the majority of, well I don't know that I can say that, not the majority, but there must be a good many people in Japan who don't believe and don't support this war.

Charles Harrell: Do you think they are racially treacherous?

William Patterson: Well, no.

Charles Harrell: Do you think they are pretty much the same as average Americans in their general relationships to each other?

William Patterson: Well, no.

Charles Harrell: And their emotional and moral background?

William Patterson: Their customs and traditions, of course are much different than ours. I haven't made a study of the Japanese situation --

Charles Harrell: Do you think they, the people, have a sense of fair play?

William Patterson: I wouldn't know.

Charles Harrell: Do you hate Japs individually? If you saw a Jap would you hate him?

William Patterson: I don't think so.

Charles Harrell: Do you hate the Japanese government?

William Patterson: Yes, I think the Japanese military government must be destroyed and so I suppose I hate it.

Charles Harrell: Would you include the emperor?

William Patterson: No, I think the emperor is more or less separate from this government that is made this attack. I don't know that he will be overthrown as they will be.

Charles Harrell: What do you think of our government, the American government, as it is now constituted: the president, the vice president, and so forth, the personnel?

William Patterson: I think it's wonderful. I think it's a great government.

Charles Harrell: What do you think of the American people? Do you think we have the strength to ride through a long war?

William Patterson: Yes, I do.

Charles Harrell: What if our undefended cities are bombed?

William Patterson: Well, even so, the damage that might be done will be repaired as is the same thing has happened in England. And I think that our spirits will be as good as the English spirit has proven to be.

Charles Harrell: And what shall we do with them when we get them at the peace table? Shall we have vengeance? Reattributed justice? Shall we take revenge?

William Patterson: No, I don't think so. I think that the peace conference will have to be, must be, ruled by considerations of all sorts and not of vengeance. Except possibly on the political parties in such of the vanquished countries as are represented. The members of those political parties which have started this war and are continuing it, they probably will have to pay the price.

Cut A2
Charles Harrell: This concludes the interview.
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This is Buffalo, New York speaking. Telling what we think of the Japanese aggression. These interviews are recorded for the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. through the facilities of WBEN, the Buffalo Evening News station. Charles Harrell speaking. What is your name please?

Dorothy Baer: Dorothy Baer.

Charles Harrell: And do you live in Buffalo?

Dorothy Baer: Yes.

Charles Harrell: Where?

Dorothy Baer: 504 Glenwood Avenue.

Charles Harrell: Are you married?

Dorothy Baer: No. I'm a widow.

Charles Harrell: Mrs. Baer where were you when the news came of the Japanese aggression?

Dorothy Baer: We were in our living room waiting for the symphony to come.

Charles Harrell: You say we, does that mean you and your children?

Dorothy Baer: No, my father and I.

Charles Harrell: You live with your father at the present time?

Dorothy Baer: Yes. That's right. Mm hmm [affirmative].

Charles Harrell: How did you react to it when you first heard the news?

Dorothy Baer: Well, for a moment we were stunned. We just couldn't believe it at the moment, at first. I mean it didn't seem true and then the more we heard, well I don't know just how you would say it, we were horrified.

Charles Harrell: You believed it might be just a rumor, did you think? Or did you think it was a news flash?

Dorothy Baer: Yes at first, because the reason that we thought that: we hadn't quite finished discussing an article which we had read in a New York newspaper about some planes that had crashed in the Pacific several weeks before. And reading of the screens so-called they had around the Pearl Harbor. Twenty-four hour screen they call it.

Charles Harrell: I see.

Dorothy Baer: And it didn't seem quite possible at the time.

Charles Harrell: Did you feel at the time that this would mean war for the United States?

Dorothy Baer: Oh, if it were absolutely true, yes.

Charles Harrell: How did your father feel about it? What was his reaction?

Dorothy Baer: Well, his like mine, you see it sort of dovetailed in. We were just been discussing it at the dinner table.

Charles Harrell: Did you feel relief?

Dorothy Baer: No. Of course, we knew for some time ever since the freezing of the assets of Japan that something was going to happen. We didn't think it would be anything like that.

Charles Harrell: What does this war mean to you personally? How will it affect your life as far as you can tell now?

Dorothy Baer: Well, that's rather difficult to say. Of course --

Charles Harrell: Are you prepared to make sacrifices?

Dorothy Baer: Yes, we are making them now. We have to. All of us are.

Charles Harrell: Do you feel like that you're ready for anything that might affect you?

Dorothy Baer: Oh definitely [laughs] because you see we are fundamentally Yankees and I don't think any [laughs] Yankee has any fondness for a so-called yellow race.

Charles Harrell: What shall we do as a nation? Shall we fight this war fair or foul?

Dorothy Baer: Well, they started in sort of foul [laughs].

Charles Harrell: Shall we fight back foul?

Dorothy Baer: Well, if fire means fighting with fire then let's fight with fire.

Charles Harrell: You believe then that we should and can bomb undefended cities?

Dorothy Baer: No, that doesn't seem right. Not for them to do it to us or for us to do it to them. That's not --

Charles Harrell: If they do it to us should we retaliate?

Dorothy Baer: Well, we should do something, but I don't believe in defenseless people being the butt of aggression.

Charles Harrell: I see, --

Dorothy Baer: Of course I don't like that word defense anyway [laughs].

Charles Harrell: That leads me to the next question. Do you hate the Japs?

Dorothy Baer: No, I don't hate anyone, but --

Charles Harrell: Do you hate the Japanese, dislike the Japanese people?

Dorothy Baer: I don't dislike the people, I dislike the way they do things so often.

Charles Harrell: You hate their manner, their government. Do you hate their government?

Dorothy Baer: Well . . .

Charles Harrell: By that I mean do you make a distinction between the Japanese people and their government?

Dorothy Baer: Well, the contacts that I have had with the Japanese, of course, have been only in friends of mine who've had them as servants and I don't know much about them other than that. But, of course their emperor is simply a puppet. They seem to, all those that I've come in contact with, seem to be well-educated outside of -- even those that were servants were.

Charles Harrell: Do you hate the Japs individually?

Dorothy Baer: No.

Charles Harrell: Do you --

Dorothy Baer: But I don't like the way they do things [laughs].

Charles Harrell: Do you think that's a racial characteristic?

Dorothy Baer: Yes.

Charles Harrell: What do you think will happen when we get them at the peace table? By that I mean what do you think we should do? Shall we have vengeance? --

Dorothy Baer: I think first we should be very cagey.

Charles Harrell: Do you think that we should be very vindictive about this? What should we do when that time comes?

Dorothy Baer: We should try and be at least one step ahead of them both mentally and every other way.

Charles Harrell: Shall we give them a chance to rise again?

Dorothy Baer: Mm mm [negative]. [laughs]

Charles Harrell: Stop them now?

Dorothy Baer: Yes, stop them now.

Charles Harrell: All right. What do you think will happen to the American people? Do you think that we'll conduct this war . . . well, let me put it this way, do you think we are prepared for this war?

Dorothy Baer: Well, yes I think we are, but I think we need more preparedness.

Charles Harrell: Do you feel that we are emotionally and morally prepared for it?

Dorothy Baer: Yes. I wish that we had, if there was going to be an offensive, that we'd started it and not been on the defensive. I don't like that word defense.

Charles Harrell: Before the war were you an isolationist or an interventionist? That's a label I realize, but --

Dorothy Baer: Yes. Well, I'm for America first, last, and always [laughs].

Charles Harrell: You were then an isolationist before the declaration of war?

Dorothy Baer: You mean by isolationist that I thought we should just be sufficient unto ourselves?

Charles Harrell: That's right.

Dorothy Baer: We should be sufficient unto ourselves if nothing is going to happen to us.

Charles Harrell: And that concludes the interview.
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Unidentified Man: So what America should do is to use the stuff they're raising instead of buying from Japan in the first place.

Unidentified Man: Well, why in the hell is it that they want to keep on helping a person that's trying to take advantage of another one anyway. I can't understand that.

Unidentified Man: Good ??? like they use to wear on his legs just put in there doing hisself I thought, he couldn't furnish himself why, what's the difference. If everybody wears them ??? worry about it.

Unidentified Man: Well I tell you, if you've got to get something from Japan to put on a woman's ??? to make it look good to me, boy I'll take my bare legged socks, cotton, anything that comes from over here.

Unidentified Man: Use what they raise in America and leave Japan out of it.

Unidentified Man: The only other way ??? --

Unidentified Man: That's the only reason Japan has been as lenient as she has because the United States was their bread basket, that's all. Furnish them something to eat.

Unidentified Man: Furnish them something to eat.

Unidentified Man: There's something else in the United States, the only thing that kept Japan on the map as you said while ago it's the only thing put her in shape to wage war.

Unidentified Man: That's right, and we traded with them and furnished them enough iron and scrap from this country to keep them going --

Unidentified Man: And if President Roosevelt had his way about it been sold off a long time ago.

Unidentified Man: Yeah, that's exactly what's the matter with this.

Unidentified Man: With a few of these pacifists we have around, like Wheeler and some of them that want to keep carrying them along.

Unidentified Man: This isolationist crap remind me a whole lot of some fella that's been pulled up some theft job, you know, when he went to look for the man who done the stealing, and the fella who did the stealing, he was riding that trying to help you find him though, you see. So now Wheeler and this crowd, what have they done? They have run back to trying to be the first ones to -- "Yes sir, we'll fight. Let's whoop them. Let's whoop them." They are the first ones to say it. And lo-and-behold they're the ones all the time that held up the works. They listened to Roosevelt, six or seven years ago, ten years ago, he tried his best to get something started and if we had listened to him we would've been so --

Unidentified Man: He could see this coming before a lot of us could.

Unidentified Man: Well he's just -- that foresight just like Woodrow Wilson had in the early war. It's the forethought, foresight. And if they had listened to Roosevelt we'd be in the shape today that Japan would've been -- they would've been over there banging each other up afraid that ??? was going to get them. That's what they would have been doing.

Unidentified Man: Well you've just got a few of these damn Republicans around here though that you can't -- that you've just got to knock in the head before they got sense enough to say a thing like that.

Unidentified Man: Well, it wasn't only Republicans it was some of these people, like Wheeler I never could see his view at all.

Unidentified Man: He never had any --

Unidentified Man: Anyone could have seen that we had to fight Japan at some time or other or else they'll get their own way and what would be the difference?

Unidentified Man: Well, that's the thing about it ???.

Unidentified Man: Let them do what they please there would be nothing left of him.

Unidentified Man: Well if we had left them along what would they have done? When they got Asia under their control, why then they would come up and they'd say, well now we'll take the Philippine Islands, and we'll take Honolulu, we'll take them one at a time. Well they're not going to do nothing about it we can let them come on. The first thing you know, they would have been down here . . . we would have been dashed to send a fishing boat out in one of our bays down here, you can go fishing there.

Unidentified Man: Well I don't see how President Roosevelt had the guts. The preparations that he has today, if he got them started even, with the bunch he had against him. Everybody -- there are so many fought everything he tried to do.

Unidentified Man: It just shows that he is just a man in history. He never been able to do it. We talk, just such fellas as Wheeler and --

Unidentified Man: I don't think we've never had a man president who is as smart as President Roosevelt is and certainly never was a man in history that ever was a friend of the laborer that President Roosevelt is.

Unidentified Man: And they can talk about the labor unions all they want to, but we don't need one because the government [under the president certainly(?)] will look out of labor.

Unidentified Man: He did everything proper for labor since he'd been in. He's a man of means, a man that never had hardships as other people did, but he saw other people's hardships and did everything in the world he could for labor and man and then a lot of them turned him down.

Unidentified Man: And just such --

Unidentified Man: A lot of these pacifists and --

Unidentified Man: Just such fellas as Bob Reynolds. What's Bob Reynolds done. He's gone around and he got in Washington. He never would have been elected if it hadn't been for he went around and he made out like, "Yes sir", he says, "I'm going to run every alien out of this country. Foreigners all have to go home when I get through." And the people fell for that, and like what did you get?
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Unidentified Man: Well, I think that in the first place that we, our whole efforts should be centered on the fact that we've got to win this war, regardless of what it takes. If it takes -- if we eat two meals a day we do the same work or if we eat one meal we do the same work. But I see no reason why that we shouldn't have three meals [at minimum to whoop (?)] Japan.

Unidentified Man: Plenty to eat here.

Unidentified Man: There's plenty here and there's nothing in Japan we need. They -- clean up all the Japanese in this country so they can't do us in the dirt. Not just through the duration of the war, but all of them we get we just pen them up and keep them. Keep them where they won't give anybody else no trouble.

Unidentified Man: Such fellows as this -- those envoys they had over here that pulls a slick trick like that I don't think he ought to even be allowed to get back to this country.

Unidentified Man: One thing's sure they can't put any dependence in what Japan says anymore.

Unidentified Man: That's right.

Unidentified Man: They'll offer peace terms why, the only peace terms they need is a shotgun sticking right in the face and both barrels popped and then pull both triggers, that's what I think.

Unidentified Man: You can't take the final say.

Unidentified Man: You can't take a man's word for anything that -- when a man is trying to negotiate a peace, pretending to be negotiating a peace and then attacking the four or five possessions of the United States at the same time before it was ever presented.

Unidentified Man: Well, what will happen, in my opinion, is when the thing gets tight enough, they see that they're going down, then peace is what they'll want. But the peace that this country will have to offer, in my opinion, is when the last one's killed that, every man that has ever held an office or had anything to do with promoting this thing, to see that he is put under the ???.

Unidentified Man: I think the whole damn bunch of [lullas (?)] ought to be before a ??? possibly eliminated ???.

Unidentified Man: Every cabinet member that they have had that favored war -- now if the fellows in the past that quit their jobs because they didn't want to go to war, we can kind of feel for them. But sure this set up that they've got now, we'll just take them one by one and see that they never give anybody else any trouble.

Unidentified Man: Well if they put everyone out of China and in fact if there's any of them left put them on the island where they belong and leave them there and then never let them come over here again any of them. Far as those in Indochina why, French Indochina is just a puppet of Hitler. Because of the Vichy government doesn't have a word to say. What they say is just a mouthpiece of Hitler, everything they said from them. They're just a slave to Hitler, that's all.

Unidentified Man: Yeah well all the Chinese people are over there though. They never have given any trouble why should one want to go over there? It's just greed, that's all it is.

Unidentified Man: Free French help them clean out French Indochina and turn it back over to the Free French and then run Hitler out of France and run Japan out of China and all the possessions that they're holding now including French Indochina and drive them back on the island and let's see if we don't kill and I don't think they'll ever [venture (?)] to ??? now. When you get to it.

Unidentified Man: Well, I tell you I don't think there's ever been so much of this anyway. If it hadn't been for a few of those damn Germans that got over there and got mixed all up in that Japanese government anyway.

Unidentified Man: Well, that was Japan's chance. She thought Hitler had a good chance of winning this war. She knew darn well she couldn't whip America. She thought Hitler was going to whip everything over in Europe in a few months and be over here to help them. She got herself penned up and she couldn't get out. The only way she could get out was by fighting her way out and she's going to know in a few months that she has made the saddest mistake of all when she attacked the United States.

Unidentified Man: Well, I don't think that the war on the United States is going to be what will happen to Japan and Hitler. It's just a question of the people and I'm satisfied that every man and woman in the country will stand behind it and make any sacrifices necessary.

Unidentified Man: And they have quite a navy I guess.

Unidentified Man: And stick to it to the last one is out.

Unidentified Man: We can wait, just like a fella waiting for [a turkey in the blind (?)]. We just keep on manufacturing stuff until we kill the last one if necessary.

Unidentified Man: Don't have to kill them all in six months or a year.

Unidentified Man: No, no, there ain't no time limit. No bag limit, kill as many as you want [laughter].

Unidentified Man: That's one damn good thing about it, ain't it?

Unidentified Man: There's one thing about this, there's no limit to the hunting season.

Unidentified Man: No, you can kill as many as you want, anyway. When they said that there was about three or four minutes while this Kurusu is delivering his emperor's message declaring war. Two minutes would have been enough for me, I'd a killed that son of a gun while they was there.

Unidentified Man: Well, I just don't feel right about it, and I think that -- I know that our representatives [like Mcfall (?)] would have suffered likewise, but we just won't lose a man there. That way it's lose one under the gun.

Unidentified Man: No . . . we want to take what we got over in Japan we'll go get these anyhow when we finally go over there and clean the island up.
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[conversation is somewhat unintelligible; also difficult to discern some voices from one another; there seem to be about four men talking]

Unidentified Man: But to think that up until the present time that we've had so much opposition, you see, there are two thought one way then there'd be one thought different. But to think that a thing like this could happen, everybody could come together so quick --

Unidentified Man: To think that a thing like that could happen and catch them when they're off their guard, that's what I think about it. They ought to have known what Japan did to Russia in 1904. They'd all had attacked them and did all the damage they could before they ever declared war they might have known they'd do the same thing again. You don't have to -- if a dog bites you once you don't trust him the next time surely.

Unidentified Man: Well, there's just one thing that I wished had happened and I think under the circumstances since this is a record-breaking affair, that they should take old Kurusu and his partner over here holding up the works like they have. Fact is, they was stalling the congress and the president. Just going along pleading for time and meantime bound to have known just what was going on. I think they should have taken them jokers out there this morning, or yesterday, immediately after he handed over this note to Hull, and tied them behind an automobile, and started up and down Pennsylvania Avenue at about, let's say, five, six, seven miles an hour.

Unidentified Man: That'd been all right if our ambassador had gotten home, all our people had gone out of Japan at the time, but you kind of hate to -- they put a worse penalty on Americans who were there, that's the only question.

Unidentified Man: Yeah, but there never has, the American people would have never done a thing like this.

Unidentified Man: I know, but they had had the same chances that our ambassador ??? had and he's still there and he hadn't gotten out either, you see.

Unidentified Man: You think the fella's dirtier than that fella that would stay over here do a thing like that. There ain't no telling what he'd do over there.

Unidentified Man: No, no.

Unidentified Man: Just give him a half-way chance, that's what you got to put up with.

Unidentified Man: Well, it's an all-time record. The thing that's going to do me most good is when I know that, that the British, and Russian, and American long-range bombers -- Russia's got enough of them over there to Siberia and around to ???.

Unidentified Man: Yeah, but if Russia comes in there though, and I suppose they will --

Unidentified Man: They're bound to now, you see.

Unidentified Man: ???

Unidentified Man: You see, they're bound to now, because look what Hitler's doing. He's pulling his forces back. He says that he's up against it until spring, you see?

Unidentified Man: Well, he might be.

Unidentified Man: And they're backing all the time. The radio says so today, they're backing. And Russia is pushing them right on.

Unidentified Man: That's another strategic move that he's got in mind, he's either going to try to land and invade Britain or England, or else he's going down into Africa ??? and leave enough men there to defend what they've already taken as much as they can and then go down into Africa.

Unidentified Man: Well, they can't defend it ??? take much out, but we're going to have to fight Hitler you see right on.

Unidentified Man: Well they might have stronger defenses back a ways, if they move back farther, you know, maybe keep retreating back slowly and give Hitler a chance to pull his troops out and go into Africa or else invade Britain or England.

Unidentified Man: No, I just don't think they can, I don't think they can whoop the whole John Brown bunch, that's what I say about it.

Unidentified Man: Well, I don't think that Japan will last a long time. I don't think it had any chance to win against the United States.

Unidentified Man: They haven't got a chance and I don't think that with all the dirty little tricks that the Japanese, the present government, that that's the reason that they changed [cabinets (?)] ??? so much the ones that they had wouldn't stand [pushing (?)], and that's the reason they laid down the [island (?)]. Well this fella they got over there now, they aren't anything more but a mouthpiece for Hitler. That's where all that trouble comes from.

Unidentified Man: Yeah, [you don't want to (?)] fight Japan like you'd fight anybody else, you know. If I'm going to fight a gentleman I'll give a gentleman a break, but when I know I've got to fight a bastard like . . . Japan, the Japs, I started laying for him just as soon as I know I got to fight him. I start watching every minute and that's what they ought to have done in this case.

Unidentified Man: Yeah I think they kind of let it slip up one them just a little bit.

Unidentified Man: Well which one of those Congressmen asked the question yesterday, he says, "Where was our patrol forces over in Honolulu and these places?" It seems to me that they must have been caught off guard there. They let them get too far in. Of course they were making that night trip, you see, coming in by --

Unidentified Man: Well, I don't know what's going on down there of course there might be planes flying around down there more or less all the time. They probably, until the bombing started, probably didn't know what was happening until they were on top of them and then they probably dropped a few in the vital spots and kind of gummed up the works before they could defend it probably.

Unidentified Man: They certainly just didn't know what steps to take right for a few hours there.

Unidentified Man: Just wasn't all set right there ???. They should've been though, they should've been for the last several weeks. They knew that they should have known that Japan was going to swallow that pill [if they had to (?)] because they had give up everything to hope to gain.
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John Henry Faulk: Mr. Jirosik, what do you think about Japan's action last Sunday?

Joe Jirosik: I think they were all wrong.

John Henry Faulk: Well, for what reason? Do you think it was any justification whatever on the part of Japan in making that attack?

Joe Jirosik: I don't think there's any.

John Henry Faulk: What do you think the United States should have done then?

Joe Jirosik: Declare war on them.

John Henry Faulk: In other words, you're behind Roosevelt's resolution?

Joe Jirosik: Hundred percent.

John Henry Faulk: Well, that's good. Do you think that all America has fallen, I mean all of your associates have fallen in pretty well behind him?

Joe Jirosik: As far as I can see, all of them.

John Henry Faulk: Do you hear much talk around your job? You're a carpenter, aren't you?

Joe Jirosik: Yes.

John Henry Faulk: A finisher.

Joe Jirosik: [There is right smart talk (?)]

John Henry Faulk: What seems to be the general opinion amongst the carpenters' union, then?

Joe Jirosik: Well, they all about like me. They think it's right for the United States to declare war on them.

John Henry Faulk: Mm, hmm [affirmative]. Do they seem to have any opinion as to who's going to win and who's going to lose?

Joe Jirosik: Well, some of them seems to think that won't last long, but I'm of a different opinion. I think it's going to last quite a while.

John Henry Faulk: How come?

Joe Jirosik: Well, because the United States is going to first have to corner it.

John Henry Faulk: [laughs].

Joe Jirosik: Just like a dog catching a rabbit, you've got to catch him before you can kill him.

John Henry Faulk: That's right. It's going to be some problem catching out there in the Pacific Ocean. ???

Joe Jirosik: That's right.

John Henry Faulk: Do you think maybe Germany had any hand in this?

Joe Jirosik: I believe Hitler had a direct contact in it.

John Henry Faulk: He's the one that instigated it?

Joe Jirosik: I believe that's right.

John Henry Faulk: What do you think about Russia's part in it?

Joe Jirosik: Well, I don't think Russia's got anything to do with it.

John Henry Faulk: I mean though, do you think Russia's going to give us a hand? Do you think she's going to support us or she's going to . . .

Joe Jirosik: Well, to be honest with you, I wouldn't trust them too far.

John Henry Faulk: Wouldn't trust Russia?

Joe Jirosik: Not too far.

John Henry Faulk: Well, why do you reckon Japan wanted to do such a cruel thing as to attack the United States?

Joe Jirosik: [pause] Listening to Hitler, that's my opinion.

John Henry Faulk: In other words, it wasn't their own deciding?

Joe Jirosik: Not totally.

John Henry Faulk: I don't believe that . . . what do you think about Japan's preparation?

Do you think, I'd like you to kind of summarize that. By that, I mean how is Japan, is Japan prepared for such a war as this, do you think?

Joe Jirosik: I don't think they are prepared. They might think they are, but I don't think they'll last over two years.

John Henry Faulk: You mean they'll collapse then economically?

Joe Jirosik: I believe they will.

John Henry Faulk: Well, what about the United States then? How well prepared is she?

Joe Jirosik: Well, I believe she is as well prepared as Japan and she can prepare faster now than Japan can.

John Henry Faulk: What do you think the labor ought to do about this? You know labor has been, in the opinion of some people, getting kind of a raw deal. And they're fixing to get a pretty raw deal at least, at least before the war was declared.

Joe Jirosik: Well, that's my opinion. I think they didn't. I don't believe in strikes during this . . .

John Henry Faulk: Emergency.

Joe Jirosik: This emergency, but at the same time, I don't believe in the capitalists tromping on the laboring man.

John Henry Faulk: Well, I like that. I like that, I like that opinion all right and I think that, do you

think that labor is going to come out though ahead after this war? Do you think that, in other words, her rights will be protected? The labor man's rights will be protected properly?

Joe Jirosik: I believe they will.

John Henry Faulk: Well, how about Roosevelt, is he a friend or not to labor?

Joe Jirosik: He's a laboring man's friend, at least that's the way I take him.

John Henry Faulk: What about Mr. O'Daniels, senator from Texas and Tom Connally.

Joe Jirosik: Well, I don't think very much of Senator O'Daniels.

John Henry Faulk: He's the one that's gotten bad with the labor here in Texas some time ago.

Joe Jirosik: Well, I think very little of him and I'd rather not even discuss him [interviewer laughs]. That's right.

John Henry Faulk: Well, that's good. A minute ago you said you thought that all your fellow workers out there on jobs, where about you working?

Joe Jirosik: Working on the music hall in the University of Texas.

John Henry Faulk: They're all in behind the president. Have you heard anybody dissent? Have you heard anybody that's not with the United States ???

Joe Jirosik: I haven't heard a soul. Not a one.

John Henry Faulk: In other words, labor got right in behind Mr. Roosevelt when he declared war.

Joe Jirosik: I believe the labor is a hundred percent behind him.

John Henry Faulk: Here in Austin anyhow.

Joe Jirosik: Yeah.

John Henry Faulk: Well, that's interesting because goodness knows he'll need that support. Everybody needs the labor support so that this country to go on.

How about South Americas? What do you think they're going to do? What about South American countries?

Joe Jirosik: Well, to tell you the truth ??? I don't know much about this.

John Henry Faulk: Think they'll be any help?

Joe Jirosik: Well, yes, they'll be some help. No doubt about that.

John Henry Faulk: Might give a hand in help get on our feet [laughs] then while we're trying to catch the Japanese. How about Japan's preparation, do you think they're pretty well-prepared?

Joe Jirosik: I believe they're prepared to last two years.

John Henry Faulk: I mean you think they've been preparing for this very thing?

Joe Jirosik: Oh yes. All this scrap iron they bought from the United States. That's all went in the war machinery.

John Henry Faulk: Do you reckon the people that sold them that scrap iron knew about it? What do you think the laboring man thinks about that?

Joe Jirosik: Well, I guess the laboring man is of the same opinion I am.

John Henry Faulk: Sure you --

Joe Jirosik: Yes, it was the capitalists that sold this stuff to them, they knew what they was using it for. But that wasn't a question at that time it was money, greed for money.

John Henry Faulk: Mm hmm [affirmative]. ??? What about the oil that was sent to them? Do you have any opinion?

Joe Jirosik: Well, I believe they knew that they were storing up for the very purpose.

John Henry Faulk: Last ship back on to the United States and bomb us.

Joe Jirosik: That's it.

John Henry Faulk: I wouldn't be surprised if that's not a very sound opinion, Mr. Jirosik.

Joe Jirosik: That's exactly what I believe ???.
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