Checklist of Selected Records at the SC Dept of Archives & History


1 Proclamation by King George III of Great Britain (restricting settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains), October 1763

This proclamation by King George III restricted settlement west of the Appalachian Mountains.  In the eyes of the British Government, the proclamation served to create a protective buffer zone between the colonists and Native Americans at the close of the French and Indian War.  For the American colonists however, this act appeared to be an infringement on their rights and contributed to the divergence of the colonies from the mother country that led to the Revolutionary War.

http://www.teachingushistory.org/tTrove/Proc1763.htm
2 Resolutions of the Commons House of Assembly in South Carolina Responding to the Stamp Act, November 1765 

In March of 1765 Parliament passed the Stamp Act.  The legislation, which called for a tax to be paid primarily on paper and goods made from paper, was aimed at collecting revenue from the colonists to support military operations in the colonies. Colonists argued that the British Parliament should not be able to lay taxes on them, as they had no representation in the governing body.  This document is South Carolina’s own response to the Stamp Act.  It outlines the colony’s concerns about the act but also affirms the colonies allegiance to the crown.  This document helps us to understand the confrontations between the colonies and Great Britain leading up to the Revolutionary War. 

http://www.teachingushistory.org/tTrove/StampActRes1765.htm 

3 South Carolina Articles of Association for the District East of the Wateree, 1775

South Carolina declares war on Great Britain in this “Revolutionary” document!  The signers of the Articles of Association outline their grievances and pledge to fight for America.  Here you see South Carolina taking an active stand in the fight for American Independence.

http://www.teachingushistory.org/lessons/ArticlesofAssociation.htm
4 Henry Mouzon, "An Accurate Map of North and South Carolina," 1775

American, British, and French forces used this map during the American Revolution. The American Geographical Society owns George Washington’s copy. Originally printed in four separate sections, then glued together, the section shown here is the upper left quadrant. Names of owners of plantations and other settlements appear on the map. 

http://www.state.sc.us/scdah/exhibits/revolution/mouzon.htm
5 Committees of Safety Forward News of the Battles of Lexington and Concord, 1775

These letters, "by Express," trace the urgent passage of the news from Massachusetts to the "Committee of Intelligence in Charles-Town." William Henry Drayton was a member of that committee, and his papers formed a major part of the Revolutionary War manuscript collection of Robert Wilson Gibbes. In the 1850s Gibbes gave his collection to the state in exchange for aid in publishing his Documentary History of the American Revolution.

http://www.state.sc.us/scdah/exhibits/revolution/rev3.htm
6 Great Seal of South Carolina, 1776-1777

Designed by William Henry Drayton and Arthur Middleton, the coin silver matrix, or die, was engraved by George Smithson in Charleston in early 1777. Drayton wrote that like the obverse, the reverse, which depicts the figure of the Latin goddess Spes (Hope) walking on the seashore, referred to the heroic victory at the palmetto log fort on Sullivan’s Island. It carries the state motto: Dum spiro spero (While I breathe, I hope).

http://www.state.sc.us/scdah/exhibits/revolution/rev3.htm
7 Constitution of the State of South Carolina, 1776

In March of 1776, prior to the Declaration of Independence, South Carolina created individual constitutions to provide a governing body during the time of rebellion.  The Constitution of 1776 established the former colony’s first independent government.  In this document, the South Carolina General Assembly discusses its grievances with Great Britain and outlines its new government.  This Constitution was a temporary document amended in 1777 to accommodate South Carolina’s union with the other states. 

http://www.teachingushistory.org/lessons/1776Constitution.htm 

8 Treaty of Dewitt's Corner between the Cherokee Nation and South Carolina, 1777 

The Treaty of Dewitt’s Corner ended the Cherokee War of 1776-1777, which took place at the beginning of the American Revolution.  In 1776, revolutionary South Carolina faced a threat similar to British South Carolina in 1759.  But, in 1776, the English Crown threatened to mobilize the Cherokees against the new government.  During the spring and summer of 1776, the Cherokees joined with northern tribes, the Shawnee, Delaware, and Mohawk, to raid frontier settlements in North and South Carolina, Georgia, and Virginia in an effort to push settlers from their lands.  When the British attack failed on Sullivan’s Island, the Cherokee were left on their own and defeated. The response from Carolinians was immediate and brutal.  Colonel Andrew Williamson led a large force of South Carolina militia and Continental Army troops on an expedition against the Indians, destroying most of their towns east of the mountains, and then joined with the North Carolina militia to do the same in that state and Georgia.  Captured warriors were then sold into slavery. 

Defeated in skirmishes and their towns in ruins, the Cherokees sought peace.  Several head men visited Charlestown to negotiate.  In May 1777, Colonel Andrew Williamson led a South Carolina delegation to Dewitt’s Corner, near present day Due West, in Abbeville County, to settle peace terms.  Georgia also sent delegates, and on May 20, 1777, all parties signed the Treaty of Dewitt’s Corner.  The Treaty of Dewitt’s Corner differed from previous Cherokee treaties.  South Carolina dictated its terms to an enemy defeated in combat.  The victorious Whigs set a boundary line between South Carolina and the Cherokee nation on the crest of Oconee Mountain and mandated that American law had precedence over Cherokee law in dealings between the two nations.  The Cherokee also lost nearly all of their land in South Carolina, most of present day Anderson, Greenville, Oconee, and Pickens Counties.  South Carolina in return pledged to regulate trade and travel into the remaining Cherokee territory.  At Dewitt’s Corner, South Carolinians also required the apprehension of any British agents operating among the Cherokee and also the apprehension of anyone, red or white, who advocated breaking the treaty.  For the remainder of the American Revolution, the Cherokee would not be a factor. 

http://www.teachingushistory.org/lessons/treatyofdewittscorner.htm
9 Certificate of Indenture for Rebecca Motte's "House of Freedom" during Revolutionary War, 1785

This certificate of indenture for Rebecca Motte is seeking compensation from the state of South Carolina for her services to the patriot cause. The certificate approves the state’s compensation to Rebecca Motte for the estate of Jacob Motte, her husband, in the total of six-hundred pounds, seven shillings and seven pence half penny. Also, the state will compensate her on the interest from the time of the burning of the house to the time this document was written; this total is forty-two pounds and six pence.

The Motte’s country home was purposefully located near the junction of the Wateree and Congaree Rivers in the Orangeburg district directly in the middle of a principal supply route from Charleston to Camden for the British. The British would eventual relocate to the Motte home and would fortify it with deep trenches.  On 8 May Patriot forces under Brigadier General Francis Marion and Lieutenant-Colonel Henry “Lighthorse Harry” Lee surrounded the plantation home and when these Americans arrived, the British sent Rebecca Motte and her family to another house on the Motte property.

After hearing that Lord Rawdon was sent to relieve Fort Motte, Marion and Lee decided to burn the Motte mansion, a home at the heart of the British forces. Given that Lee and Marion felt that the Mottes were loyal to the British cause, they were reluctant to share their plan with her. She eased their concern and told them “that she was gratified with the opportunity of contributing to the good of her country, and that she should view the approaching scene with delight.”  The roof was burned and McPherson was forced to surrender. The American forces captured the troops and also the supply convoy.

http://www.teachingushistory.org/lessons/1785indentforRebeccaMotte.htm
10 At the Heart of the Question: Slavery

In 1775 South Carolina’s estimated 107,000 slaves outnumbered the 71,000 white inhabitants nearly three to two. Abigail Adams wrote that she had "sometimes been ready to think that the passion for liberty cannot be equally strong in the breasts of those who have been accustomed to deprive their fellow creature of theirs." The historian Jack Greene, on the other hand, noted the particular edge South Carolina patriots gave to their rhetoric; closely experienced with slavery, they were not about to let the tyrannical British government enslave them.

Several times during the war, John Laurens, the son of one of the South Carolinians who became President of Continental Congress, urged the arming of slaves. In 1779 to meet the looming crisis, Continental Congress urged the same measure. Fearful for their safety and their slave-based economy, South Carolinians refused. Instead Brigadier General Thomas Sumter recruited troops by promising a bounty in slaves confiscated from loyalists. The legislature honored that promise and extended the same offer to other recruits at the end of the war.

As a member of the House of Representatives in 1782, John Laurens proposed collecting and arming 2,500 slaves from the confiscated estates of loyalists. On 5 February the House defeated Laurens’s motion and dashed the slaves’ chance for freedom. Instead the legislature gave them as payment to troops raised by General Thomas Sumter and General Andrew Pickens and as bounty for new enlistments.

Payrolls in Slaves, 1782
In March 1781 General Thomas Sumter offered payment in slaves taken from loyalists to encourage enlistment during South Carolina’s crisis. General Andrew Pickens followed suit, but General Francis Marion, who doubted Sumter’s power to make the offer, spurned this recruiting device. These payrolls were made out in March and April 1782 after the legislature confirmed Sumter’s proclamation; they show the slaves already received and the "balance due." The bounty ranged from "three grown negroes and one small negro" for each colonel to "one grown negro" for each private.


http://www.state.sc.us/scdah/exhibits/revolution/rev5.htm
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