Name ______________________________
Black Slaveowners in Charleston

Essential Questions:

How did free blacks in South Carolina, and particularly in Charleston, become slave owners?
What were some of the reasons that free blacks owned slaves?
Was slaveholding different for free blacks and whites?

1.  The African slave trade was very profitable 
2.  Slavery was a part of the economy 

3.  Many free blacks were living in South Carolina 

4.  Many factors led to black slaveholding:  

a.  The desire of free blacks to purchase their family members 

b.  Owning slaves offered the opportunity for economic   advancement; free blacks monopolized the jobs of barbers, bricklayers, shoemakers, tailors and dressmakers  

c.  The development of a class of citizens referred to as “free persons of color”  

d.  The desire of “free persons of color” to operate in the economic world of white slaveholders 

d.  The economic profitability of using slaves to work in jobs and businesses owned by “free persons of color”  

5.  Black slaveholders often had the same incentives as whites to own slaves  

6.  Slaves reacted to ownership by black masters in the same ways that they did by white masters

Vocabulary for this lesson:

Mulatto



Slaveholder

“free persons of color”

Social stratification

Census



indentured servants

Manumission


emancipation

Possible Essay

1. How did “free persons of color” fit into white society?

2. Why did black “free persons of color” buy black slaves?
Additional Notes:

